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[POSBE'DOE-VD 


IL, 


7 Tothe Reader. 


A Here came ont not long 


8,  fince, a Diſcourſe, un- 
ARR der this HER Ti- 


tle. 2TED. > 


, 


' \ The GROUNDS | FY OC- 


\ SIONS of '<2he CON - 
[EMPT of che ( CLERGY 
1d-RE LIGION Enquired 
ifo; in a Letter Written to 


T'So that bere is firſt, a Con- 
npe, Preſuppoſed;, with a 


; ch intro The Grounds and 


ccalions 'of it: and Then, « 
Ai -- Reſo- 


To the Reader. 


Reſolution upon the Queſtion, 
Pag.3. That Ignorance and Po- 
verty are the Grounds and Oc- 
calions of that Contempt. Af- 
ter Which, the : Author of this 
Letter takes wonderful. pains to 
Prove the Clergy contempti- 
ble, by Endeavouring to make 
them ſo. Firſt, be dreſſes 50u 
up a Vicar in a Fools Coat, 
with a Capons Feather in his 
{ap, andthen laughs at him, But 
all this While, be tells us in bs | 
Preface, That he has a moſt 
ſolemn Reverencefor the Cler- 
gy in General, and Eſpecially 
for that of England. Now bow 
co reconcile the Clergy in the 
Preface, With the Clergy in the 

"ED - Text, 


To the Reader. 


Text, and Title-Page, 1 cannot 
imagine; for be bas a lolemn Re- 
yercnce it ſeems, for the One,and 
4 Contempt for the Other : 
Unleſs be will Jay, that be ſpeaks 
of an Utopian Clergy , Before, 

and After ; and. of the Engliſh 
Clergy-in the Middle ; or that 
by the Clergy m General, be In- 
tends the Clergy with Reſtrigi- 
on. But without more ado - It 
is the Generality of the Engliſh 
Clergy , that be is Pleaſed to di- 
vide into Fools and Beggers, 4nd 
when he has framed to himſelf out 
of Plays, Clubs, Old Stories, 

Phancy and Invention, Piriful, 

Comical, ſencelels Sir John, 
Vithout $05 Brains, Mode, or 
z111 | A 3  Mo- 


To the Reader. 


Money ; This #s it, which he de- 


livers over to the World for the 
Character of That Clergy. And 


it is as Pleaſantly Drawn, as if 


Sjr Roger himſelf had ſet for his 
Pifture. We ſhall refer the Merit 
of the Cauſe to its Proper place, 
and only offer a word or two at 
Preſent, by way of Enquiry into 
the Grounds and Occaſions of 
his Enquiry. 

Does he make this Enquiry, 
for the on drag” of Himſelf, 
| or of Others ? If the former, 
why does be Publiſh it 2 If the 
latter ; 1 would fain know , to 
| hat End, and with what deſign 
the Thing F, done , unleſs i it be to 


Unbinge the Government. The 
firſt 


To the Reader. 
firſt Point in (onfpderation , is 
This 3; Whether the Clergy be 
contemptible, or Not ? Where- 
upon, moſt Naturally Follows , in 
the very next Place, This'Que- 
ftion,Whether or no ſhall the Peo- 
ple Believe their Teachers; and 
follow their Guides > Por moff 
undoubtedly, they will do, or not 
do, the one, and the other, accor- 
ding to the opinion they bave of 
them, or Reverence for them. A4- 
gain: If be tells the People but 
What they knew before, be might 
have ſaved bimſelf that Labour : 
But if be Pretends to a further 
diſcovery, It looks as if his BufineſS 
Þere not ſo much to ſhew that the 
Clergy are contemptible, as to 


To the Reader. 


Procure that they may be thought 
jo; and inaword,, to ſet up the 
Church for a Jack-a-Lent, for 
every Man ta throw a Cudgel at; 
Eſpecially confi dering he the 
Whole Projet is Carried on with 
the Spirit and Liberty of a Farce; 
and Calculated, /o Pat, to the 
Meridian of the Rabble . that 
if Merry Andrew had but bit 
upen it time Enongh ; 'Tis forty 
fo one We ſhould have ſeen the 
whole Story , ere this, in a Pup» 
pet-Play. . And why all this to 
the People 3 ? Alas ! They can- 
not belp it, unleſs they ſhould fall 
to their old [rade of Reformation 
again , and one Wwauld Think we 
have bad Enough of that Already. 


Nay, 


To the Reader: 


Nay ,; p#t- the (cafe, . that 'the 
Monkey-Tricks ,. Apes-faces., 


and Fooleries, which be faſtens 
nþ0n Our Clergy, Þere all True; 
(The. contrary hereof .5 is as clear 


ww «© WW © 


cious Child Jtt., that lays open 
the nakednels of his Mother. 


Nor. indeed does, the ſtreſs. of 


this Imputation lie ſo heavy. upon 
the Mllerace, Imprudent or Ne- 


ceſlious part of the Clergy , as 


' upon the Government it ſelf. 
For, without diſpute, thoſe miſe- 
rable Creatures Which be makes 
himſeif ſo merry withal, would 
be Wiſer, and Wealtbier if. Fl ” 
could : But the, Charge lies, # 


their Superiqurs,, fer Chuſing 


and 


oe. 


To the Readee.. 
and Providing)no better :. And 
this is 116 other than the old Trick 
over again ,- of bounding our Go- 
yernours through the fades of their 
Miniſters'; and tearing the Gos 
vernment all to Preces , under (0- 
lour of mending it. 

Neither will it much help the 
matter , to ſay that this Enquiry 
Was not intended ſo much for a 
Remonſtrance to the People, of 
the deſpicable Faculties , and E- 
ſlate , of their Spiritual Guides : 
as for a Hint to Authority , in 
order to thety better Provifon, "and 


fupply. For firſt . there 1s no pro- 


portion at all betwixt the Dignity 
of the Subjebt, and the manner of 
mms it : betwixt the ſolemnity 


of 


WERE TT 


To' the Reader. 
of the Pretence ; 'and the licentions 
Freedom of- the Stile * * Which 
runs altogether in a vein of Popu- 
' lar Humonr, and Drollery : -and 
it is not »ſual for Men to addrefs, 
_ fo Kings , or Parliaments in 
Raillery or Burleſque. * Now 
as there is a Certainty of Miſ- 
chief on the one hand, there is 
not ſo much as any Probability (7 


might bave ſaid Poſhbility) 'of 


Benefit 0x the other. For, 
Secondly, Beſide the Indecency, 
and Incongruity of the, Application, 
The Inquifator ſerms to be no leſs 
Miſtaken in bis Expedient, than 
in his Method. For it may be 
Obſerved , that notwithſtanding 
bis diſtribution into Fools , and 


Beg- 


To the Reader. 


Beggers ; All bis Begoers ; are 
Fools too over and above; and 


ſubjefted indifferently upon both 


Accompts , to Deriſion , and 
ſcorn. So that unleſs be can find 


a ay to Cure Their Ignorance, 


as well as Their Poverty, when 
our Governours ſhall have done 
their beſt upon the Point of Maig- 
tenance and Revenue, we {hall 
be ſtill as much at a loſs as ever, 
upon the more material Points of 
Learning and Sufficiency , Ex- 
cept he would have the Clergy 
new-modell'd, and the Poor 
Fools he talks of, turn'd to Graſs 
again by Hundreds, with Whites 
Centuries of Scandalous and 
Fagulcienc Miniſters , and. 


* 


then 


To the Reader. 
then the Work Were done. 

And et after all this appea- 
rance of miſchief © intended ! and : 
contrived,: T have ſtill the.Cha- 
rity to perſuade my ſelf that ut is 
all but Chance:medley, and that- 
the Gentleman has no malice*in 
his Heart. Not only becauſe he 
gives us 'to 'nnderſtand'"in 'bis 
Preface, (by way of Anticipation) 
that be is'no Male-content, either 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, what- 
ever be may, ſeem to be; but a 
manmay gather as much methinks, 
from the very Air of bis Writing, 
Phich ſavours more of a Droll, 
than of . a Mutineer, But; this 
does 'not acquit him yet of great 
Inadvertency in'a freedom of this 
nature. 


” 6-7 fe as 


To the Reader.” 
nature. Theſe Squibs and Crac-. 
kers:may do-well Enough, in « fits 
ting place, or ſeaſon; but ſuch 
a Pamwphlet to the Mulcitude, and. 
in ;This' Junture. (00 , is like a: 
Fire-work- into -.the Powder- 
Reom, it blows up. all into (on 
fuſion 3:.,And thergh it may pro- 
voke Laughter | and make ſport 


for a While, yet in the End, it runs 


naturally ints Sedition and 
Schiſm. | 

. I know very well , that. in a 
ſecond. Letter of Obſervations 
upon an Anſwer to the former ; 
our Author would be thought to 


- take another Biaſs, in turning 


the Point of the Satyr upon the. 
Nonconformiſts : but that ſhift 
= _ 


To the Reader. 


ol, of bis Pretenfions. For in flead 
+ of ſmall, and Beggerly Allow- 
ances, they bave juſt none at all; 
neither is their Ignorance , 4 
ſcandal $0 our Miniftry 4 but on 
the contrary, an Honour, and 
Advantage , - upon the compari-- 
ſon. 
To Cloſe np all in a Syllable , 
There's « pretty Pardle of Tales 
| bundled together , and they have 
| bad the hap to fall into ſuch bands 


as had rather loſe « Friend (n0t to 

| ſay tbeir Country) than a Jeſt. 
We ſhall proceed now to a Conſide- 
ration of the Letter it ſelf. 


The 
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NY et PERO 
VINDICA TION 
od. ON TR" 
CLERGY. 


Yah He Gentleman our Author is 
pleaſed to ſpend ſo much Ink 


doubty Letter, you muſt ſups 
_ ſe to be 15 wes: ſome Man 

of Parts; becauſe he tells us he hath al- 
ways been a devout Admirer , as wellas. 
f159 Obſerver of bis AFions , and hath 
cmſtantly taken a great delight to concur 
with Him in bis very Thoughts: And wha 
do you gueſs this may be? Truly I am 
of the vpirion he ſo tar Apes Antoninus, 
as that he writes cs ivy, and means 
his own dear Self in plain Engliſh : T. B« 
ad, L. are intended only for Blinds 
"HE 


and Complement upon in his }. 


[2] 
Ou; neſcit diſimulare , neſeit vivere : So 
far Ict him go for a Politician. What 


a Church-man he is $ he would nextin- 


finuate by profeſſing that - he hath a 


$reatey kindneſs for our Mother of Eyg- 


laud, than for the painted Lady at Rome, 
or any Lefuring-Goſpp of Geneva, Amter- 
dam, ec. But allthis white he deſires not 
to be called her Son, contenting himſelf 
to be only much her Servant, ——_— 
her pretended faults, and propounding 
Reformation-work, as it he had been Secre- 
tary toſome Committee of plunder*d Mi- 
niftcrs in thoſe blefed Times. 

That the value of our Clergy is or hath 
been Icfſen'd, he refers to twovery plam 
things, the Ianoranceof ſome of them,and 
the Poverty * others. Thele, are the For 
chin and Boaz, the two Pillars or Poles on 
which his Atery Caſtle hangs 3 which if we 
ſhall chance to ſubvert or unhinge, let the 


Giant that built and ſwaggers in't, look 


$0 himſelf. 

28 RE: Brid enim tentare nocebit ? 
(I-cav't forbear a ſcrap; of the Poct now 
and then, though I know it troubles him 


vikly.) | Now 


SIOTS-3 DAI, 2" a Yo EI D Ee" 020 a Pans —_— 
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[3] 
Now tht I may not be altogether with 
out method, 1 ſhall lay down three pl ix 
Propoſitions againſt his two plaiz Things, 
which (I doubt not JJ will make it as 
clear as any Demonſtration in Exclid, that 
my Gentleman had better have employed 
his time, which lay ſo much upon his 
hands,in pilling of $:raws,or catchingBat- 
terflies, than in picking of holes 1n a Cx- 
nonical Coat: | 


The firſt is this, That neither Tgnorairce 
nor Poverty do always neceſſarily inter 
contempt. eur 

The ſecond, That Ignorance and Po- 
verty are moſt injurioutly faſten*d upon 
the preſent Engliſh Clergy. ' 

The third, That it the Engliſh Clergy 
be not duly valued, but lye under fome 
contempt, it is to be attributed to other, 
and thoſe far different reatons. 


And fifſt of the firſt, That neither 77- 
Horance nor Poverty do always neceflarily 
inter contempt. Not that I am much m 
love with ether of them, or intend to 
write a Panegyrique in their Commenda- 


tion; but only vindicate their innocence - | 


0 B 2 | {6 


[4] 


ſo far,. as to ſhow, that admitting my Ad- 


_ verſaries bold Hypotheſis were true, viz. 


That the Engliſh Clergy is both poor and 
z7gnorant, (which we are to examine in 
due time) yet it wauld not follow that 
their contempt muſt needs be derived from 
thoſe two ſources : for it is well known 
to.all that are vers'd in Things and Books 
bearing date a little before yeſterday, that 
a great part of Mankind have and do'fiill 
account Poverty a thing ſacred, and make 
Inorance the Mother of their Devotion, as 
well as Admiration. Firſt, as for Tgno- 
rance, however it may render private men 
inconſiderable, yet it hath no ſuch  nece(- 
{ary influence and effect on+ publick, Per- 
ſons, (bating me that mortal fin of a 
School-diftinion) whoſe reputation and 
eſteem is not never built upon;or preſery'd 
by their Learning and Knowledge, but 
ſometimes to be attributed purely to the 
dignity of their Rank and Place. Though 
the Mayor of the Town be but a Thateher, 

and guilty of fo little Scholarſhip, that he 

goes about to read his Commiſſion with 

the wrong end upwards yet by vertueot 
his Gown, Mace, and othes Enfigns of 


Power and Government, he ſhall com» 
| mand 


1 
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[5] 


mand an awe and reſpe&t from all the 
Neighbourhood under his Juriſdiction : 
And *tis neither neceſſary nor true de fa- 
&o, i that all Princes prove as Learned as 
Moſes, or as Wiſe as Solomon: {ome have 
had ſuch ordinary natural or acquired per- 
ſonal abilities, that they have been fain to 
leave the management of their Afﬀairs 
wholly to the Wiſdom of their Councils : 
yet all this while their Subjects have not 


withheld due Honour and Obedience from 


them, fince their ſacred Fundion and So- 
vercign- Autherityare of themſelves ſfufh- 
cient Guards to the Imperial Crown. 
Where the word of a King 1s, there is 
Power, ( faith Solomon ) whether, like 
ſome Alexander, he' is wont to ſleep with 
Homer,.or Platounder his Pillow, or (pend 
hismoR [ſerious hours, with Domitian, in 
thatmalancholique employment of catch- 
ing and ſtabbing of Flies. Now although 
Msſes (by reaſon of the advantage of his 
Educatipn, as he was the reputed Son of 
Pharavb's Daughter) was learned in- all 
the Wiſdom of the Eypriansz yet we no 
where + xead that Aaron was any great 
*holarx,. but only. capacitated 4h, a2 a 
kbuth to Moſes, — Moſes was to him 

3 in 


[5] 
inſtead of Ged: And thatheand his Po«: 
ſicrity (upon whom that Prieſthood was 
entail'd_) were had in great honour by the 
People, is to be attributed to ther: ſtu- 
pendiouſly ſolemn Conſecration, their rich 
Attire and diſtinguiſhing Veſtments, their 
Mares and holy Crowns, and their facred 
Undion,defign'd on purpole to beget and 
maintain a venerable eſteem of them in 
Mens Minds, together with Gods expreſs 
command they ſhould not be evil ſpoken 
of,” Exod. 22. 28. and his ſevere: Judg- 
ments upon ſuch as did-not reſped& their 
perſons, Lam. 4.16. AndI appeal to the 
whole Series ot the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, 
whether thoſe Prieſts muſt needs be all 
profound Doors and Rabbies, whoſe bu- 
fineſs 'was to rive-Oxen, (not Texts) blow 
Trumpets, offex Incenſe, and the- like : 
here was no need of quick Parts; ample 
Faculties, or much-acquired Knowledge; 
and yet their. Miniftry and Perſons (tor 
their Orders ſake): were-never ſuſpected 
of contempt- Again, it it were worth the 
while to rake in the Dunghil of Pagan I- 
dolatry,it would cafily.appear.what 1gno- 
rant iand ſtupid Wretches their Prieſts ge- 
nerally were, and yet had the People in 
great 


[7] | 

great awe. Not” to inſiſt upon. the (al- 
vage, obſcene, and, villanous Rites of the 
more barbarqus Nations their ſacrificing 
Men and Children to the Devil ; and 
worſhipping all manner of things for Dci- 
ties, excepting only the true God that 
made the World; I ſhall only note jn 
tranfitu how things ſtood with the Ro- 


maxr, who pretended to be the cinzlized 


People : for whatever Pliny boaſts to the 
contrary, their hands allo were frequent- 
ly dipp'd in Humane Blood, as Tertulkar: 
and LaGantivs have obſerved; and their 


- Superſtitions were as nonſenſically ridicu- 


lou, aSnumerow. And how ever their 
Prieſts by the Devils deluſions (cem'd to 
eſage future events from the Entrails of 
aalts, flight of Birds, and the like 3 yet 
they were not requir'd to- be any. great 
Conjurers at Learning: all the Accom- 
ikenes their Curiones, Augures, Fla- 
mines, Pontifices, Salis, ok. 22g and the 
reſt of their Orders pretended to , were 
only ſuch as theſe, That they were of Bo- 
dy unmaimed, legal Years, could butcher 
and dreſs a Bullock, and it may be daxce 
handſormly , and fiug -jndifferently , and 
eat well; a ſteady Hand, an acute Knife, 
| | B 4 agile 


[8] 
gile Body, and wide Throat , were, then 
mighty Breeding : And a little Education 
qualihed their Vaſt. Þ Virgins to trithup a 
Lamp, and worſhip the Pulladizm, and 
thoſe Penates ſaid to. be brought. from 
Troy for a Jacky Pawn of the laftingneſs 
of their Empire. So far was Ignorance 
from breeding conterhpr, that the Politici- 
ans in thoſe days ſeem to me to ule itas 
the great mean to preſerve the reſpe& of 
all their Religious Rites and Perſons allo. 
They kuew the VuIgar do more. earneſtly 
admire little things and devices hid,from 
them, thinking fome great vertue or my- 
ſtery couched under whatſoever they un- 
derſiand not. And' he that hath but halt 
an eye may ſee, that Rome Chriſtian (who 


' will needs be Sovereign Lady of the Relj- 


gious , as her old Grandame was of the 
Heathen World) proceeds upon the very 
fame principle, having eſtabliſhed Tgne- 


* ranceby a Law, and requiring Maſs to be 


faid conſtantly in an »»known Tongue 
#nknown, TI lay, as well to the Prieft who 
reads it oftentimes, as to the People that 


hear it. What mean all their 6Ritious 


Reliques , thoſe many Loads of Timber, 
Cas they would make) faid to be pee 
( as the) | Make) fan Ages 


\-& 


ha 
of our Saviour's Croſs 3 the jnfinite num- 
her of forged : Nails , yended for thoſe 
that pierced. his, Hands, and. Feet; Jos 
Baptifi*s' Head preſery'd miraculouſly in 
2wo Orthree ſeveral places 3 Foſeph's Humm, 
the Virgin Mary's, Milk ? &c, Theſe and 
a thouſand ſuch little Inventiqns, and Le- 
gendary Tales, as they are undeniable Ax- 
guncnts of a Catholick. ftxpidity amongſt , "1\ 

them, ſo. they were neverintended to ex- {I 
Poſe their Clergy , who are heliv'd to | 
work zew Miracles every day by a [care- = 

ful application and, management of the 

5. -4. Sheet yh ns 
Lafily,, To look a. little more home- 
wards : We are none of us ſuch Foals, but 
our Miftrils Experiens may inform: us, 
that the moſt rude. and literate Mcnhave =e 1 
{ometimes heen admixeg, and followed by __ | "16h 
the multitude, as: the. only powerful and 4 * ii 
heavenly Preachers, whilſt in the interim WF» 

a wiſe and very learned; Clergy hath been «8 
deſpiſed, ejected, and put to filence under i UF: 
pretence of Tyſufficzency.' What Parts; or H 
Learning were thoſe Mountebank Divineg 
guilty of in the late times of Rebellion, & 
'| © who yet madeaſhift to Preach almoſt all 4 
Ii * England out of their Fits? Were not _ 
| Confi- 
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[10] 
Coufidence » and Tpnorance , antique Ge- 
(tures, pitcous Faces, canting Phraſes, and 
earneſt Tantologies, all the Rhetorick moſt 
of them pretended* to ? Did they not 
4:zwh miſerably with untempered Mortar ? 
and in ſtead of St. PauPs 5g nperns 
( rightly dividing) did they not mangle 
and #ear the 'good TYord of God,and jum- 
ble and daſh the ſacred Texts, thoſe Orient 
Pearls, fo rudely one againſt another, till 
all were-broke in pieces ? Did 'they not 
give Gleſſes at random, and make falſc 
Conſequences without fear or wit, often 
laying the whole ppeight of the Story upon 
fome ſlender Circumſtance, as that Dives 
went to Hell becauſe he'was Rich, and the 
like? Yet'thefe' were the only 'Boaxerges 
in thoſe days,” who like a Land-flood car- 
ried all before them. Populns aliquands 
oult decipi, eſpecially when Authority 
(though but uſurped ) favours the defign : 
For had they enquired into the Chear,they 
might eaſily have difcover'd- that many of 
thele painful Bawleys were no more Scha- 
tars than thoſe Geeſe which fav*d the Ca- 
itol. | 

: Then how egregiouſly is yur wiſe Cler- 
ay-mender miſtaken here in one _ 
® 


[n1 
of his Hypotheſis? Alas ! Tgnorazce is 
ſo far from expoſing a; .publick Perſon, 
that (allowing him Power and Awthorit 
with it) it 15 the only way fo rear and 5 
vance his elteem amongſt the generality of 
Mankind, who arc themſelves unlearned; 
and if the Preachers great buſineſs be to 
influence and engage the Peoples affei- 
ons for that end, he muſt be ſure to med- 
dle with none but Thimble and Bodkixy Di- 
yinity, he muſt renounce his vain' Plzlaſo- 
pby, he muſt beware of all Carnal,though 
never ſuch Rational Diſcourſes; take all 
his Books and bxrz them, (there 1s a pri- 
vate Text for that, A. 19.) and teach 
wholly by the Spirit, and then his buſtneſs 
is done, Never man ſpake like this man. 


Secondly, That Contempt was ever Po- 


vertices fatal Handmaid, is one Defor's 
judgment indeed 3 but if he be found fin- 
gular, what if he ſhould talk rather like 
an Apothecary in that too? Surely the in- 
telligent part of Mankind don*t uſe to 
judge of things by their gaudy outlide,to 
eſteem the Horſe by his Trappings,the Aſs 
by his burden, or the wa Worth by his 
Wealth: um quiſque (us numma- 
THIM —— fo 15 onely Take of = 17 
. uce 
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[12 ] 
duced Vulgar: And that end of Latine 
borrowed of a certain Satyriſt,- | . » 


Nil habet infilic paupertas durius in ſe 


Duam quod ridiculos bomines. f acit —- 


amounts to no more than this,that'Povers. 
ty (abſtractly conlider'd without .all in- 
trinfick Worth and Parts) makes: men rt- 
diculous among(t Honting Heathen: (for 
*tis well known that the. Principles: of 
Chriſtianity oblige. us-to make {uch. Men 
objeds rather of -onr Pity and Chatity ; ) 
for. even the ſober Heathen had brains e- 
noughyto. diftinguiſh between. a: Philoſo- 
pher and an Ideot,” a good Man and @ bad; 
and. none. but Fools amongft them were: 
wont-'to put the Maninto one Scale and 
the Moxey into the. other; and ithereby: 
gueſs at his juſt price. : You.:don*trhnd; 
any of. their Lezrned Dcitying Morey; but: 
all unanimouſly delaiming. againſt it, as 
an old/Enemy of Vertne, by Mens abuſe, 
as Euripides complains, . wir mis mw]on 
Tim 0 ippury (xavins ©) 'Pythagoras 


. 1n_ his Golden Precepts recommends not. 
Gold to his Diſciples, but-pure beaten Ver- 


zxe, and amodcration of all. extravagant! * 
| | Paſlt- 


[;13] 
Paſſfiohs. - And FE remember a great Pro- 
ficient iu'Epicarus his School, (it yet he 
was not more his own Maſter) doth. not 
only; \like/ an arch Wag, Jaugh at all-the 
reſt of the vilgar Dees, but profeſſedly 
laſhes the blind God of; Wealth (as if, he 
were 2 blzud Bear) throngh many ofi his 
Dialogues, eſpecially-that ycleped Timon, 
where he-tells'you;_. that Pride, Oftenta- 
tion, Efferminacy, Violence and fraud;'do 
'evtr crowd' in at- the door with Plutus, 
whereas. Labqut, Wiſdom, Temperance, 
Fortitude, and a world of other Vertues, 
are wont to rnarch- under the Conduct. of 
Poverty: ; Amongſt the various Sets of 
Philoſo hers, :onlyithe Peripateticks ſeem 
to-have a kindnels tor , Moncy,. as one nes 
ceſſary ingredient for ' making up, the 
Golden Calf of their Summum bounm : the 
reſt generally declare againſt it, and' value 
a Philoſopher'in his thread-bear Cloak,orx 
Cynical Tub, above Craſus and Midas, 
thole gingiing Pack-horſes, or Alexander 
that prodigious Robber,wrth all his ſpoils; 
the $toicks 1n particular profeſs themlelves 
Volunteers for Poverty ,; and ſpeak. more 
ſenſe (whether diſſembling or 1n carneſt, 
5 not a halt-penny matter,) $0 render on 
 ches 


__ 
hy, 


af 


# 
Ti 


; [14] 
het contemptible, than ſome body elſe 
cat. do Poverty, with all the artifices he 
has. Ina word, a man might be honeſt, 


| virtuous and wile in thoſe days, though 


he was not Maſter of both the Indies: nay, 
ach an one, though brought to his ſhitrs 
by Tyranny or Chance, and forc'd to the 
fervile office of drawing water meerly to 
get bread, ſhould be glady receiv'd, and 
eaſily beliey'd by the beſt of men. 
But weneed not ſtand to the verdie of 
theſe Ethnick Oracles only, fince Chriſts 
own Jury of Life and Death, his Apoſtles, 
have given it againſt our Adverfarics falſe 
Indi&ment ; St. Peter, their Fore-man, 
Speakes the ſenſe of all the reſt, (excepting 
only F=das, who for his love of Mam- 
mon amongſt other reaſons fell from his 
place) Sitver aud Gold have T #one. The 
Kingdom Chriſt claimed was purely ſpi- 
Fitual, and that old Sophiſters large offer 
not likely therefore to fucceed, when he 
faid, All theſe will 1 give thee, ec. He re- 
quir'd the firft Promulgers of his Goſpel, 
to forſake all when they followed him, to 
arry neither purſe nor fcrip in their jour- 
ney, that the World might be convinced 


he ſtood not m necd of any common _ 
an 


fi 


Cas) 


and aftifices to plant. his holy Religion, 


and perſwade Men to embrace it: for the 
more.low and improbable means. and in-. 
ſtraments axe, the more admirable certain- 
ly is the effe@: it madethe arrogant Greeks 
thethiſelves pluck in their horns, when they 
met with 299777 lu 7114 va 785 PrAcgre 
pwr, a poor Mechanick beating them at 
their own Weapon 3 that a parcel of mean 
illiterate Fiſher-men, and ſuch like, ſhould 
teforma debauched World, and plant the 
Chriſtian Faith in all Nations, is argu- 
ment enough that the Hand of God was 
in all this, who works his Will to the 
more advantage ſometimes by balking the 
aſſiſtance - of the Rich and Learned: And 
though when the Church was'under per- 
{ccution , thoſe primitive Chriſtians laid 
all their Eſtates at the Apofiles feet 3 yet 
they employed them wholly for the Churs 
ches publick uſe, and are not believ'd to 
have lick'd their fingers, and enrich'd 
themſelves: thereby. I never heard that 
St. Peter himſelf left one penny ſtock in his 
pretended. Succeſſours Cofter. = _ 

”Tis true indeed , fince the World is 
come mto. the Church , and Kings have 


embraced and undertaken to defend the 


Faith 
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[16] 
Faith,” the face of things is moſt reaſonably 
alter'd, anda competent Patrimony fet- 
Jed upon the Church in general # That of 
Rome in partixalar is pretty well to live, 
as we ſay, for matter 'of maintenance, 
and many of her 'Grandees may poſhbly 
keep up their Reputation by their Vaſt 
Wealth, and outward Splendour : but yet 
every body knows, that feveralof their 
Religious Orders are. profeſſed - Mend;- 
cants, and {worn Votaries to Poverty; and 
theſe are ſo far from being laugd*d at,that 


_ theyare had in mighty reverence and ſu- 


pcrlative admiration by allof that Belicf, 
Nor do I ſee that accidental maſt needs 
makea Clerick ridiculous, more than wil- 
ful Poverty 3 nay, without all peradven- 
ture, the former deferves moſt to be piti- 
ed, as being ſometimes many an honeſt 
Mans inevitable doom, as well as Fob's 
and Lazarus s, whillt the latter is of meer 
affetation, and ſuperſtitiouschoice. 

And thertoreI would intreat our wife 
Author to ſuppoſe athing that may be for 
once, for you lee he is very codienl of 
Hypotheſes that may #ot be. Suppoſe a 
Church nnder the perſecution of Rebels, 


and facrilegious Uſurpers, where the wry 
an 


—— 


[17] 


and fatteſt Parſons are found the gxeatclh, 


Delinquents, plunder'd, ſcqueſter'd, and 
brought to want. of bread, havin ts 
Cloaths almoſt left to-their backs, except- 
ing only a Stoe-Doublet 3 imagirie, Thay, 
they.are confined Iike 'St. Pax}, .andhave 
no.other work but toconvert Taylors, "og 
Palms with their feet in thie Stocks, Ht 
preach to .the Spirits in . priſon: "iFtheſe 
learned and ſacred Perſons be deemed the 
ae: of the World by an uncircumciſed 
Crew,of Miſcreants, whoſe faullt is that ? 
Neither their, Poverty, nor ' Exile /nbt, all 
their, ſufferings, impair their Reput tioh 
amongſt. ſober, religious, and loyal,Per= 
ſors, who rather admireand applaud theit 
xclolyed Fidelity to God and the King, Tet 
Men and Devils do their worſt.” Bene f4- 
cere. ©: male - audire Regium eſt : the'dirt 


and .reProaches caſt upon them''by fdul- - 


mouth'd Men, rebounds all, upay them< 
ſelyes ; their unjuſt landers'areVhix high- 
eſt. bonowr,, their detiaQtions' add ro" out 
eſteem. the blots and falfe afperfions they 
caſt.ypon our good natnes, do but, 'as ſo 
many ſpets, {ct off their beauty *' itideed, 
Kt Cato, if Lelins,, if the Scipio's fhould 
<ontemn.and defatne me, (ſaith Seneca) l 


4 
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fhould be moved ; but let the Rabble {i 
what HO will : Mean while, 

ay theſe worthy Men weld this 

4 habe becauſe hey were 

hereas the contrary is mbif man- 

ther fair Revefivies, Lands and Dip- 
the, Gol | and. hier Velſck ofth 

mple, Ge. were { unUbabted bi 

exempted the avarice of Meh es 

og Ned, to, fall foully and fatfly 

fk, epiitajon., 

Now from the } 


b lezpy-man doth n 
fs ron rk pion rebag the 
wet his Fon amongſt the Wiſe 
| 3 and won, tly that tny yr 
fition 15 fr 


ro Mx, wht, ifir be? will he yz If the 
alle, you are but where 1 
right 6. neithich —_— one 


pe hk a litt]e grou ined of ij 
More BY rhap S than aol ow theViea 
bf Otcke. J thy, 4 _ ue it 
crlops; are not always, very 
ws T for Ar Nw Wy A 
TAance or Pove ty, then thete'is forne 
made for my third Propofitioh,whith - 
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[19] 
be Cars to theet with him at the long rut» 
and inform hit, that if one preſent Cler* 

want aft inch of that reſpeR due £0 
cir FutiRion, it is to be attributed-ro 
for different texſoms, andineither of thoſe 
two upon which he hath founded has yer 
ty little Chtrch+« Hiſtorye © * 
But what his ntteſty ſa ppoſeth and 
to make hnbſelf ey; I ſhall 
take the boldneſs to deny, and maititain 
the cofitrary 3 which' is thy eons Pro 
poſition, - 


That doth ae Proehey 
35 faſter'd + og the vr rig 
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In order to the oat hereaf; Tt "ew! 
be firſt ſtated how-far we ate agreed; and 
whertin we differz and then ſhalt leave 
it to impartial Readers to believe and 
judge who: hath greateſt reafon and truth 
of his fide. 

"We arc agreed inthe firſt pluck (Tr 
fume) whom we mean by the preſent 

þ Clergy, viz. fuch Biſhops, Pricfts, and 

: 25 are nOW {or were at leafi-2- 
bon hft 44 YaQtually pre- 


ferr'd 


[ 206 ] 
ferr'd in the Chuxclx of;  England., Sothaty 
weexdclude firſt, all that having, ſometime. 
been of -our;Clergy, are fince dead, and 
ſo. cannot; de jurerxender ſuch as are now g- 
lzve-contemptible :.. for what is that tome, 
if may; Predeceſſour forty or fifty. years, ago 
could not ſay his Commandements, or tell 
how many Apoſtles.our Lord had, ox that 


= 


he haxed-a white Bear now and then jn his 
Sexmons, ox.talk'd bclide the Cuſhion ? 
Therg's.not the ſame xeaſon for Preaching 
ſure, as for Original Sin, that it ſhould be 
entaiPd upon all Poſterity and yet our 
Authox. is ſo.ingenious as. to produge/in- 
ſanges.. before. he. was, born, (the; truth 
whereof might perhaps bequeſtian'd'too) 
to ſerve his preſent purpoſe, as you (hall 
(cc-gnens rol 

; Secondly we excludealſo all the ,Not 
conforming Bretheren,of what Sec or. Par- 
ty ſoever, who, have; indecd, excluded 
chewſclycs to our hands, by departing 
ſchiſmatically from our Communian« We 
zntend not.to.an{wer for-their riioulous 
extravagancics in the, Pulpit, more. than 
their other faults : ;for,what do their gp 

abwſes of Preaching cancern:the Oxthu 


Clergy, who abhox to tread in their ep? | 
Jv "OY a. | 


# 


C21} 
Mew'may as well charge upon us the old 
Monk's Proof. of. a plurality of - Worlds. 
from that Text, St. Luke 17+ 17. Annox 
decem fatii ſunt mundi 2 or the ignorance 
of thoſe. two.other Diſputants, who ha- 
ving, reſolved that.ten. thouſand . Spirits 
might dance upon a Needles point, could 
not determine. where the Pzper muſt ſtand 
all this while... Yet this will be found roo 
ſome bodies cloſe way.of reaſoning z ſome 
factious Separatiſts. have uſed fooliſh 
Phraſes. and childiſh Metaphors 1n their 
Preachments,. ergo, the Engliſh Clergy is 
Ignorant. Ne, I 

Secondly, Weare agreed furthex againſt 
the- brain-fick Cathariſts conceit, and ex- 
pect not to ſee a Clergy made up all of 
Saints and Vorthies. It is ſuappos'd on 
both ſides, that every Vicar is not oblig'd 
to be as rich as the Vicar of Romez and that 
two or three in a County may be connived 
at; although, they be not altogether as 
learned as Saint Auguſtine. We know 
fall well that there js no Profeſſion in Na- 
ture wherein all are improved to the ſame 
_ Perfection : there was, and always will 
be an Igzoranws or two amongſt the Law- 
 Yers, ſome DQuacks and Empiricks.amonglt 
C3” Pbyſi- 
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Phyfitians, ſome Tdfots in the Schools of 
Philoſophers, and Dywcces in the number of 
pretended Seholers, foe poor Gentry a- 
midſt the rich, to make upthe Harmony 
of things 3, and that it were a downright 
piece of Sophiſiry to condemn any whole 
Profeſſion and Ordet of Men, for the igno- 
rance, miſtakes, and abſurdities of lome 
fewIndividuatsthereunto belonging hus 
far T muſt hold my:Gentleman's Noſe to 
the Grind- flane, and make him agreed 
whether hewill or no ;, for otherwiſe he 
fights with his own ſhadow, and fathers 
faults upon the Clergy, which are either 


committed by thoſe who are not of that 
rank, or are not a ſufficient number to 


make a denomination: - oy 

$0 that the great difference or Ball of 
contention between us, is, whether the 
generality, or at leaſt a preat part of our 
preſent Englifh Clexgy Albers the'brands 


of poor and ignorant, Or not? He does | 
_ not only take it. for-granted all along, but | 
expreſly affirms it, and that with a Wit | 
meſs, pag: 81. (as if the'Lord*s Lot werea | 
meer \Lattery, wherein there are an'huy- | 
dred Blarks for one Prize) but my {- 

cond Propoſition doth with as much 


Cow 


and SM deny 
Conſidence and more Realon deny it. 
Firſt, As for Ignorance, I bluſh forhim, 

tothink be could find no where tofaften 
chat , but upon one of the moſt learne 
Churches in the, World 3 which as hath 
always been able to deal with the formi- 
dable Roman Giants on the one hand, and 
hole undermining Ly eparatifts oh the 0- 
ther, (for Popiſt and Puritan, like Samp- 
fau'5 Foxes, though looking and running 
tivo ſeveral ways, yet are ever joyn'd to- 
' getherinthe Tail!) ſo am bold to lay, it 
4s now.more plentifully furniſht with Men 
of ſingular Worth, unjver{al Knowledge, 
ſince:the Reformation. wh ea 

Now although he can expo@;bit little 
«xoxrfrom me, yet T will do.-him the ju- 
flice ta. believe he never intended to bring 
ourReverend Prelotes into his Indictment, 


nor yetthe worthy-Deans, and other Dig” 


nitaries in the Church, Men generally © 
known Abilitics,ſome of whoſe, Works do 
not.only praiſe them in the Gates, but are 
alfo famous throughout the Forld. Nor 
dol think.him ſo ingratefyl. to our Vnz- 
verfities, as todeny that they now flouriſh 
more than .heretofore with | all forts 
C4 good 


a 


- oF -. RE 
ood Literature, very learned Menyiand 
accurate Preachers. Nor. do 'I beleive he 
aims at the City,” ſince! they- are fully (atif- 
fed In the Labours of their Paſtonrs, 'un- 
Iefs they quarrel them ſometimes for their 
roo much Humane Learning, Reaſon, and 
Morality , as being hard words'many:of 
them were not brought up 'to, No the 
Tenorance he upbraids vs with, :muſibea- 
mongſt us in the Country , or no where. 
Now it is not probable 'there ſhould be 
many Dunces amongſt the Parſons, 'confi- 
dering they hold their Benetices © either 
from the Broad Seal, (for obtaining which 
*twere great raſhneſs to think they gme 
not as ample Teſtimony of their Parts; asa 
Man muſt do for his Tri#th and Honeſty be- 


fore he can-procure an ordinary. Brief) or 
'from ſome Spiritual/:or -Femporal' Lord, 
. (and it were ſomewhat ' ſawcy -tothink ei- 


ther of them keeps a Fool for his Chaplain) 


--or ſome Collegiate Society, (and 'twereas 


ſtrangethey ſhould ſearch all about foran 
Hocus,when they have ſomany good: Sobb- 


Tarsat home unemployed, : and fit to pre- 


ſent) or ſome Civil Incorporation Or Com- 


- 


pony (and they are not ſo eaſily bribed, 


- but will have their choice of ſeveral per- \. 


ſony 
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 ofthem being aware of his new 
phy tO, 


[25] 
fons aNl-of good note) or laſtly, from ſome 
private:Patrox 3 and there lies all thegany 
vcr, leaſt he having on Ogk, Tree, ox good 
Horſe to. {ell , ſhould cloſe with his: beſt 
Chapman, and requixe no moxe Latire 
Skill in his'Clerk; than to render |, Jugn- 
tnmAdabis ? |into current Engliſh Money. 
But Thope fuch ſordid practices are very 
rarez Pm ſure *tis below the Spirit of a 
true Enghſh Gentleman, (who can (acri- 
fice his whole Eftate to ſerve his King and 
Church) ta ſioop to, ſuch. a pitiful Bribe 
or Bargain, forgetting Honour and Con- 
ſcience both at once :. Beſides, it any that 
wear that Name beſo far degenerated, as 
to.cxpoſe a Benefice to Salez yet where is 
that bold Son of Simon, who ſhall dare to 


be the Buyer? He muſt be a prodigious 
.Sot indeed, who will pawn his own Sad, 


by living ina continued perjury, tobe.put 
into a capacity of ſaving other mens: S 

improbable itis there-ſhquld. be many ig- 
norant- Parſons, . And. if 1 may gueſs at 
other Dzoceſſes by this, 1, muſt cell our 
pragmatical Author,that I know very, few 


_ Paiſous who will turn their backs of him 


in any ſolid piece of old Learning, many 
Philoſo- 
- Ent 


many of them are Men of "—__ conſi- 
3. / 2 


[26] 
But the whole rain of his Book tells 
ps, Heaims at a cowardly triumph over 
thelittle Yicars and Cyrates, though he is 
not likely tohavehis ends of them neither, 
One; of thern has auſwer'd him already, 
(but thathe wasſo civil to his old Ac- 
quaintance, as to be too tog freeand pro- 
digalin-his Conceſſions) and, for oughthe 
fhall ever known'the contrary , 1may be 
another. £ 
 Asfor the Yicars and Curates in Cizie 
and Gorporations, ( which make atonſide- 
rable part of the Nation) himlelf grants 
they are moſtly very learned and jutlicions 
perfous: but then he tells us a' piece of 
worthipful News, that Chriſt came not to 
fave Mayors and Aldermen, and Merchants 


_ only, but Country-people alſo, whereby 


he requires me tofollow him into the YI} 
Lyges, to find out that Tynorance we are 
Noſed withal, and hitherto are at aleſs 
for. And the truth is, Thave madeit 
more my'bufineſs then ever he hath done, 
fo,enquire into theſe- Men of a low Church- 


Diſpenſation, (as we muſt phraſe it) and 


will maintain'jtagainſt himox any other, 
be ke never ſo confidently ingenious , that 


rable 


| $ 


[25] 
derable Worth, and want nothing but a 
lixtle of his boldneſs to ſhe theis Pazts, 
and a Friend at Court to provide them of 
good benefices. The generality of them 
(though perhaps they aſpire not- £0 fe 
— Profeſſoers, nor can {ſplit 
the hair exaQly in determining: the fize 
Points, or contuting Trauſubſtantiation, 
yet) are very ſufficiently qualified for the 

e of their Cres. Nay 0 there's 
{carce any amengt um all, but preacheth: 


once every Sunday, and that with good 


gravity, honeſt ſobriety, 'and tothe a- 
GefaRon of his Pariſhioners z and .if -thexe 
be here and there one leG knowing than 
others, you-ſhall-beſureto find hun at..it 
ewice a day, Biſhop Andrew's his old-Rule 
being worn out in ſome” placcs, viz. He 
#hat preaches twice every Sunday , uſyally 
prates-oxce, Ina ward, if upan due/axa- 


- mination -our Author had jhound but ter: 


men of worth amongſt all the: Vicaxs of 
England, had he ibeen a merciful -Chaſji- 
ſer the might have found out a very gaod 
Precedent, to-have ſparedthe reſt for their 
ſakes: But :fince he writes at .rapdom. of 
Men'he hath-never:iſtudied, and+hath-ta- 
ken ſo-much,pains to-'impoſe:upon .the 

bt World, 


[28] 
 Avorld; withia rm ay prodigious Whiſ- 
kers drelſs'd a-la-mode, timce we dehie-him 
to pick out Tex amongfbus.all-who- have 
not Learning enough: to- diſchargg.-our 
places, let him hereafter keep his Jgyo- 
raxce to himſelf, for it nclapge gh 
of our Profeſſion. ix It y -þ «y 

-'Nor'is he much more ingenions 0 re= 
preſenting the Poverty of our inferiour 
Clergy, ( for them alone he muſt mean ) 
by making it far moreextream and delpe- 
rate than in truth 1t 1s. - For if any man 
hath ſuch a miraculous: Faith, as-to4take 
his word, rather than believe his. own 
eyes; he'muſt needs tancy them a compa- 
ny of ſneaking Medicant Friars, - who live 
from hand to mouth, who - are pincht 
with want of- the: common neceſſariesof 
' life, and ſpend all their days in ſtudying 
only to ſtave off thoſe- two troubleſom 
Creditors, the-Back,and Belly. 

Indeed it muſt be confetſed that the 
Church of Ezgland. is: not now {o rich, 
fat, and well killing, as ſhe was in dich; 
zlis his days, and conſequently not able to 
ſertle-:fuch plentiful Portions wpon her 
younger Children as:ſhe would: for'ſhe 
"2 a conſiderable: Collop by the Tt 
(how- 


| 


_ ag] 
(howeyex; our Auhor is ſo civil to: the old 
Gentleman, .as-not to-mention him) who 
Jajd a faix toundation.of Sacriledge, by im- 
propriating 384.5. of the 9284. Pariſhes 
uw England, as Doctor Bafire;notes 
out = Eambden.., And. when ithe;,had 
(ombohat pickd-up her crumbs apain,by 
the. on of new Reycnues,King Hen- 
od Eighth knowing as infalihly.as the 


ra 5 Layds, could not forbear,wris 
his Holineſe's:Copy; .but;gavehtr 

—_— Parge, tha (ſhe bath Never 
xceover” 'd her Complexion figce- :Not.ito 
mention, how far Queen Eiz. did patri 
Zare, thanks be.to; God our Vicarapes are 
not.all:{g-poor as they Jett them; for,bow- 
cyE our; Author's memory. fails, him a 
8418,.he;{peaks ngt afyllable of agy.lare 
fame gyians : No, he never heard thac 
verend. Biſhops,- and, Deans;-and 

5-4 way have (by the gragious Intima- 
Kh Orin to the ctexnah Honeus: of He 
Pretent Mazeſty) competently augmentee 
moſt, if ppt frnall Hicaragee delon ng 
ng, cq'. them reſpecively, . And,,now.1 
haye to! him, it AE, Ty Eh ood, jel in 
Raaig if. he ſhould MEG ual Piece 


co 
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Elf, chat.the Ghurch-Lands were 
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t6 mnaks the Sky fall 5 ;I mean, to perſwade 
- oth& [we ets to fol- 


lon wgen an Example; atid bring theth 


ſatisf4&tion hotever, fot 1 d6« 
» ſoar he ſhould evet Win tliett) th refitnd 
the whole, #id make us all Parſons 
Hhough i 


3 arid beſides; 

Expetierice oops nl ble 

(like the Ark of God atnongR the PMiti 

Name) have been Go rs ple the Fa 

_ and & cox; tes of their 

Purchiſers os lah the Heathen Proj 
"Viz garde terties Heres: 

Now though we Gare not be fo bold as 
to ay with my Lord Bacojr, that all Par 
Ranitiits finee the 9s and th 'of King Mop 
py the Eighth, ſand obliged £o0'Gol in 
OE EN 
Chiereh, (to which he thar ſince they 
have debarred Chiifis Spouſe vf oo 
=o ren » It were cer 
madoher a cotnpetent oyntuye yet thus 
much we dare boldly fay, that eur graci- 
onus Sovereign and this preſent PaylizMmt 


Have EC , 


p10us 
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ous intehtious, by reſtoring that art of 
Chute 74 Toby which waebbuphs 
ind OK b thoſs unhallowed Raithers ; 


204 bur Hefle Hiſtorian was urwortliy t6 
tbfition chat Noble AR ; (teferved Tor * 
ſoin&|teat Hand to record it) fot which 
their Nitties ſhall be had in evit)gthis hex 
membrane, 
Hi the mean time, thoſe Yieart whole 
Incotnes ate but ſhalt as yet, contetit 
thietnleIves to make a Vertule of Neetfity, 
2tid'cat "their Coat accortting to cheir 
Cloth. Exoitgh ſometimes is as good 1s 
2 Feaſt, atid a Dinner of Aetbs 3 15 rtiore 
pleaſant -and acc _— to ſome; thing 
Nees Ox attended with all varieties isto 
| en Not one of an hundred of the 
biit is as well provided for as thoſe 
SF 2 oct crics up for the happy Mer, = 
Pitts pared de. Gels quid fath efl man. 
deed I have oft admir'd to obferve EY 
ntedly; yea, how plengifully feveral 
em live npon a little» and #=z 21 
ated it ſomewhat ko their. © 
ity, *rance, ind th 
- thing artificial neceſſities oth 
- Wektets themſelves ; Yet T could nor Bit 
BO thiilid this WFrilbows Cratſe = 
arr 
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Barrel of Meal that-never confumed while 
they were feeding a Prophet, and -almoſi 
fancied God gave them Bleſlings other 
Men know notof, and made ſome ſecyex 
addition te their ftore : Nay,I have known 
ſome of them grow inſenſibly into the 
number ef the Rich, whilſt many of their 
Neighbours have (by their own impru- 
dence, or ſome unlucky accident), lived 
to bury fair Eſtates before them, and left 
nothing when they _ died but a 1/:fe pery 
haps, and five or ſix pretty Children, by 
way. of Legacy to- the Pariſh. However, 
admitting they fteer but Agzur's middle 
courle between the two extreams all their 
lives, it is ſufficient, for my prefont pur- 
poſe; and I have reafon to conclude, that 
Poverty as well as Ignorance is moſt, injury 
ouſly. attributed ro the generality oh our - 
preſent Engliſh Clergy, @rod, erat demott- 
ftrandums | - etl | bogk 
Now thoughI am not obljged to.take 
any notice of the Gentleman's whole ſu 
ſequent Diſcourſe, becauſe it 1s built upon 
a falſe foundation, .viz. A pair of Princi 
ples of his: own forging z yet Fae 
ofis.lake, we'll give him his Hyporbeſis fax 


£6 


(333 
ſce what work he makes on't:; wel allow 
him to ſtand in the Air with Archimedes, 
_ only to (ce what Knacks and Feats of 
Activity he is dexterous at. 

. When hehath told us with much mo- 
deſty., that the generality of our Clergy 
are Fools and Beggars, parti per. pale, he 
ge to giveus a reafonable accompt 

th of their Tgnorance and Poverty. 

A great part of their pretended 1210+ 
r8nce, he lays upon the . o/d-faſhion'd me- 
thods and diſcipline of Schooling, to aſſure 
us he is a well-wiſher to ſome zew Model, 
he knows not what, but is content at pre- 
fent co _be only ſo-far a Regulator, as to 
mention ſome very miſchievous abuſes of 
Youth in common Schools, which I ſhall 
enquire into by and by : for it were not 
amiſs to inform him by the way , that all 
Men are not of the Fanatick Skip-Fack's 
mind, for zew Models and Methods, 
(more than for xew Moons, and new 
Gods) provided the old have been found 
by long experience neither uncertain nor 
ineffeGual. Tz weraCoad prom enganxdr (ays 
plodding Arifto:le, and *tis as true as if 
Cartes himſelf had faid it, That changing 
foundations is oftentimes of dangerous 
Con* 
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conſequence. Hiſtorians do but lai 
the mighty. devices of paojeing;New,: to 
cut a Channel trom: the 'Eake Avernus,' to 
the mouth of Tibey, and; pierce the 
Tſthmus in Achaia,as vain attempts to ſhor- 
ten Voyages, and (as it: were) crals the 
Sea by Land. Thus Nicauor Selexexy went 
about to:cut the Streight between the 
Euxine and Caſpizs Seas; 'and 
Camer. ' Cleopatra, that which: divideth 
Medit. the Red Sea from Egypt ;- yet 
none of them brought theirde> 
ſign to effect, but only made themfolves 
ridiculous, for Men were fill fam tog 
the-ol1d: way. And truly - the device" of 
training.up Boys after 4 new-method; may 
be ingenious and plauſible- in the Theory, 
but perhaps not ſo. praGticableand fauce(s- 
ful as the old. Good Counſels haveloft- 
timesbad events;and all Reformers:ought 
to'refle@-upon that fatnous Axiom of 
Schools, Bowum ex eausa integra, Malmn : 
ex quolibet defeu-,. lo. far, as' toremem- 
ber, that all circumſtances muſtconcur to 
make the Model compleat,' fince'oue<con- 
{iderable defect or mittake in Ichnography 
mars the whole proje&:. Old: 
may have their imperted&ions and fuper- 
OY flutes, 


[33] 
Atiftrs; Gut yer it axgues no great wiſdom 
to abtridbn ther for any wew ones (uf- 
peRed tobe guilty of as many more; I 
riow-proceetd” to 'confider the abuſes our 


Auth6t”@bſerves in 'the- old received: way 


of SthooI-Education. © 
The firſt' is; That' Boys are kept in 
pure ffavery 'to:Letire and Greek words, 
" 16 or 17 years of age3 ſo-that if you 
ve him; Rider's Dictionary and 


FequtheLexcon are the'only Beoks they 


or at 1caft need <cohverie with for: that 


urpole." To' remedy this abuſe; (which 


yer is of 'his own making) he'ſtarrs'the 
Fay of. ptitting them upon Engliſh Aui- 
thors? that'donbtleſs would be as pleaſing 
as Thayi's Applet ard Nits to thein eels 
are 'nafurally inclin'dto caſe and idlenels, 
but *wot& not fo well fatisfic their Pa- 
rents; whoſend cher to School chiefly to 
learn Anto's' and Tirfu's for lo we axe 
aght to" call the ' Greek and - Latine 
- Tongues: But that they ſhould fall upon 
Geotut#ry and Philoſophical Diſconzles for 
that tnd, rather thats] Homer, Virgil, Tully, 
Sci is fuch amonſter, asthe teeming 4f- 
frics ne*er brought torth the fellow of it : 
were n Korirany indeed, to put Boys 
D 2 upon 
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upon puzzling their tender: Brains about 
crabbed Theories 5 and knotty Problem s, 
ſach as grown Men of the profoundeſt 
judgments can ſcarcely fathom or under- 
ſtand ; as it Hercwles's Shoes would fit a 
Dwarf, as if Lambs could wade where E- 
lJephant; axe forc'd to ſwim,and every little 
Philiftim could play at Quarter-ſtaft with 
In py «+4 

There 1s indeed .a fort of: Phaloſophy, 
which, as it was calculated for then ih 
of the World, ſo it is ſtill beſt accommo- 
dated and ſuited to younger Capacities, I 
mean, Poetry, the old Philoſophy of all, 
flouriſhing many Ages before Ariftatle 
was born. So M. Tyriws calls.it in, one of 
his Sermons, (and he was a pretty. good 
Preacher for a Moral Man) Ko? 33, mum 
TN vo 1 piacoopia TW W yeorp: minis oy ot 
epudtis Eu wele&- z Cc. Arts and; Sciences 
were then in their infancy, and their way 
of teaching was .not to tell. downright 
truth, reaſon home and bluntly, and make 
wrefiftable Demonſtrations 3 but tq.inſi- 
- nuafe. Virtue and Knowledge by; .merry 
Tales, and innocent Fifzons 3 and: if I 
miſtake not, they borrowed - that. mode, 
as. many other'things, from the Hhivepe 
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who uſed then tobe inſtructed about high 
and heavenly matters by Types and Sha- 
dows taken from below. Now give me 
leave to ſhow our Author the difference 
eyen in his own ftory of Phaeton, which 
he imagines to be ſo tedious to Boys : bur 
that's his exrour, they naturally /ove fio- 
ries 3 and though they have not capacity 
enough to underſtand a Logical Definition 
of Raſhneſs, and conceive 2 clear notion 
of Preſapvien z yet they will eaſily ap- 
prehend the moral of that Fable, and tell 
outhe Young Man had better have taken 
his Fathers diſſwaſive, — (102 eft mor- 
tale quod optas) and that none but Fools 
will venture on difficult Tasks they are 
not able to manage 3 and conſequently I 
infer, that to put Boys upon the moſt ſub+ 
lime and ſolid parts of Learning, were to 
make them hazard Phaetor's deſtiny, 7. &. 
breaking the neck of all their parts: ſo 
that let' him be as ſingularly wiſe as he 
will, and ſpend his breath in vain, which 
might have better (erved to cool his Chic- 
ken-broth, the Books ordinarily read in 
Schools, will ſtill be found molt proper 
for Boys, in order to their gaining thoſe 
twq famous languages, and ſowing the 
T2 {ceds 
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ſeeds of Knowledge in their Minds. 


' Another abuſe of "Youth, and'lo(s of 


eime, he reckons the Homerick rumblers, 
and large Repctitions of other' Authors 


appointed ſometimes, for their Break-fafts- 


which he will have to be as dreadful: to 
them as an old Parliament-Faſt, Can odd 
fimilitade by the way 3 and'had'the Par- 
fon uſed it, *rwould have been laught' at 
ſufficiently 3 for let the World jadge if 
any Text in the Bible be not more like an 
ingenious Pifture, than a break-faſt 35 like 
2a' Faſt) whereas indeed they are not tie- 
ſome to any bat Dofts and unhewn Block- 
heads, who are never jikely tobe faſhion'e 
into Mercuries. Now 'if he alone be'ip« 
norant that this prad&ice of common 
Schools is not only pardonable; but of 
May excellent uſe, who can help it E'Eve- 
ry body elſe knows, that Children have 
a moiſt and' ſupple Brain, like ſoft Wax; 
capable of any impreſſions, and' that Me- 
mory is the molt early faculty of the Soul, 
which exerts it (If in the very dawning 
of Sexſe and Cogitation, {whereupon Pla- 
to calls it the Mether of the Miſes) and is 
in its prime and meridian vigour before 
Imagination or Fancy, much leſs Under- 
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_ and Judgment, come perfetly t® 

them.z [theſe requiring a much 'different, 
it not quite contrary temperature: And 
common ex: perience £clls us, that we re- 
member nothing fo 'firrgly and laſting]y as 
what we did = -learnt in our younger 
yearsz and that Grammar and Languages 
are-gotten chiefly by Memory, and there- 
tore more eaſily attained by Boys than 
grown Men. The learned Spantardin his 
Trial of Wits, obſerves very well. that if 
2 Biſcain of thirty. or forty years old come 
to dwell in Caſtile, hewill never maſter 
and ſpeak that Language cleverly 3 where- 
as if he comes a Boy, he grows ſuch a pro- 
ficient thereat in two or three years, that 
one would {wear he was born in Toledo. 


If Memory therefore be the firſt and princi- 


pal faculty: to be: improv'd for gaining 
Languages , it was capricioully done to 
blame the cuſtom 'of common Schools for 
what they ought rather to be commend- 
ed, viz. as well for exerciſing a Lad's 

memory often inthe general, asfor com- 
mitting high and brave-ſens'd Poems to itin 
particular, fince out of that, as the com- 
mon Store-houſe, the Fancy is afterwards 
enrich'd andraiſed toan aptitude for Elo- 
D 4 quence 
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guence and Poetry, and the Fudgment alſo 
by degrees comes acquainted with the na» 
ture of things , be they never ſuch high 
Moralities. | 
Nor doI know any ſuch filly Academicks 
as he deſcribes, who'uponreading Twlly's 
Offices, and. the beſt Poets over again at 
their maturer years, do not take douhle 
delight and fatisfaFion to one that never 
{aw them before. 
| As for that Objedion 1n the cloſe of 
his Pedagogical abuſes,. I ſuppoſe it-was 
ſtarted more to, dally and play with, than 
to anſwer : for it is moſt true ſill, thatall . 
miſchiefs and faults in Schooling refer as 
well to otbey learned Profeſſions, as tothe 
Clergy, and jt neither isby him, nor can 
be made gut by all the Logicks 1n Europe, 
| how it ſhould come to paſs that the very 
fame method of Schooling daily produces 
more learned Lawyers,more eminent Phy- 
frtians, and yet more ignorant Divines 
than ever. | 
The next complaint he makes, is of the 
iaconfiderate ſending all ſorts of Lads to the 
Univerſity z which becauſe it is the firſt 
truth he hath yet ſpoken, I ſhall be fo ci- 
vil asto grant it, (not abſolutely, and ex 
ies : .his 


o © © ws - 
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his fake,- but upon condition'T be allow- 
ed to: interpoſe {ome Remarky and Anj- 


Fg 
Doubtleſs Socrater was; -in; the right, 
that, as his Mother ; though 'ap expert 
Midwife,-could not deliver a Women. who 
was not with Child 3 ſo neither could her 
Sou make his Scholars bring forth any Sci- 
ence , unleſs they had underſtanding to 
conceive it» And Cicero might .haye been 
ſo wile as to have examined his Son Mark's 
Parts before: he ſent him 'to-dthens : for 
albeit he committed him to- an able Tu- 
tour Cratippus his carez yet the | Lad-pro- 


ved but a Cods-bead. and the Oratour was 


forc'd to confels at laſt, that refiſting Na- 
ture was but like the Grants fighting a- 
gainſt the Gods. Galex's Faiher was bet- 


ter adviſed when he put him upon the ftu- 


dy of Plyſch perceiving he had a fingu- 
lar wit and -inclination for that Science? 
though - Lacian's., Parents again were as 
much- out, who concluded: by the Bulls, 
Horſes, and Men of Wax he delighted to 
 makein his Childhood, his Genius more 
ſuited with being a Statuary, than a Phi- 
loſepher. However, it is a truth generally 
cons 


madyerfions upon bis Diſcourſe there- 
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confeſs'd, that Lads ought tohaveParts 
and Capacities 'for thoſe Profeſſions to 
which "they are reſpeCtively defigned. 
What if a Borzſþ Parent be © partial or ip- 
norant, as to think his great . Head'is an 
infallibleſign the Boy will make a ſound 
Philoſopher ,, or able Theologwe? Other 


Menknow, that the biggeſt Oranges have 


the hardeſt and thickeſt Sculls, -and afford 
the leaſt quantity -of- Juice : -And whatif 
afond Mother, by the advice- of 'theſmal! 
Pedant at the ſign of the very ſame little 
Hoiſeby the Church-yard-fide,-be reſolved 
toimake her Zon Dzcþa Scholard, (of all 
the reſtz) Certainly Tutours are nenher 
bound to work Mbracles, nor yet to gecept 
-of Hobſor's choice : for (whatever is ſug- 
gelted to- the contrary) I have- known 
divers returned by the next Carrier, asm- 
ſufficient , to the place of Execution from 
whence they came. But all this while let 
Examinations in the Univerſity be neverf0 
ſtrict, ſome will. prove Dunces to the 
Worlds end, through their idlenef, mif- 
placing their Studies ,* or decay- of then 
-Parts, and others be rejected who might 


haveprov*'d Miracles of the Age, thongh ( 


at preſent they ſeemed to- be of ſlow and 
26:5 hang : foe: 
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heavy? Parts : -for- we have no--infallible 

Standard whereby to know afſuredly this 

| Lad will;-and that othercan never make 
a Scholars" '' 45 07 Ee) 


My Spaniſ Author (honeſt Jobs Zhe- 


a#te;' who ſeems to: be as well skill'd in 
this affair as my Engl one, yea, 'as'T. B. 
and'R. L. put together) tells ic. me for a 
 very-#ruth, that there 1s ſometimes-a cer- 

tain dulne(s in Children, which. axgues a 
ereater wit in another age 3 and ſome Boys 
of: quick Parts, anda ready Ingeny, like 
Summer-fruits, have flagg'd and wither'd 
ina ſhort ſpace, and according to the Pro- 
verb, Soon ripe, ſoon rotten, prov'd very 
ordinary and dull Men. And therefore I 
cannot but commend and recommend the 
pradtcie of the Feſuates in this, who make 
not a raſh judgment of Childrens tfacul- 
ties whilſt they are conning their firſt Ele- 
ments, but ſtay till they come to years of 
diſcretion, and then make a cloſe enquiry 
what they are, and which way their Parts 
lie, whether to Poetry, Phyſick, Oratory, 
Hiſtory, Mathematicks, Law, or Divinity 
and then, by confining them to that par- 
ticular Szudy,bring them to a conſiderable 
perfeQion therein, whiltt others gargling 
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alf mannetr of Books that come next;con- 
tent themſelves with a ſmattering of all 
kinds of Learning, but prove excellent in 
one. To {um up this particular, it ap- 
pears by the premiſes, that th we 
may be ſometimes deceived in ; at 
a Lads Parts, yet moſt certainly thoſe Pa- 
rents'and Grammaticaſters are blame-wor- 
thy, who pitch upon'the moſt unlikely of 
all- the number for the' Scholar ; and Vni- 
verſities are not- much more to be excuſed 
if they receive ſuch an one upon their re- 
queſt or-commendation. 

After ability in reference to. Parts, I 
muſt follow my Leader to examine the 
Lad's abilities in Purſe; And *tis denied 
to be any common practiſe for Parents or 
Friends to ſend a Boy to the Univerſity, 
who fit not down firſt and count the cot 
and charges, and intend not to contnbute 
ſomething at leaſt to his ſubſiſtence: if 
they do, I would fain know what Tatour 
will admit him. unleſs he reſolves to be a 
Father to him, and adopting him for his 
own, deſigns to furniſh him with. all ne- 
ceſſarics for Back, and Belly, as well as thoſe 


for the Head. Tt muſt be. confels'd in- _ 


deed, that all haye not ſo large Incomes 
as 
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as ſome 3 but yet withal, that chey whole 


ſupplies are too profule, are in a, fajrer 


way;t0 -miſcarry than ſuch as have rather , 


too. lictle : many are forced, for. want of 
that ſome, to live in honeſt rebfanye and 


the NAITOW. (compale of Yergs. 5 What | 


then?. Mai [,i8 there! pee follow ths Y..are 


| ek the! main 


d Srud 


$49 that to0Jlarge 4 Allowances often 
> Lads prove..1dle. and debauched ? 


| Whereas on. the contrary » they © whe le 


enance is ſhort, as knowing what 
they. ruſt txult co, and being to. tay the 


foundation. .of their . on. fortunes, and. 
live by cheix wits, arc uſually big .cloſeſ 
Students, . and. make the moſt eminent 

lars. Venter Magifter artis, :Was Per- 
fmr's. Motto, and. Deg a, his Golden , 


TE 20 rele 
nIpotence to. Ne-, 


| — df avavis. uy 


S a king gf, 
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Tequi- 
150nly to 5 "Tren- 
andy $I Gi vullagt keep 
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ceſſity.” Poor Lads may be ſux fd to, 
+ 64 a"conſiderable ffook, of ippe {ton 
with rhetn, chongh lirtle elfe; an@xh 
own wins "will ſpur op their Pre ge 
improve*chein' tothe ormoft's; and there- 
fore to ſhirt aur KhvoEdoors al 
of infetiour quality and fow fortajies; 
were ati incomparable "device to þ-— 
all lexrned | rofeſſront.,. On 5 fied. 
- pore iy with, a loyter | Kirid''bf 
yew calld 'Drogerand 7 j- 
hs ed the Frojeek of. reli ithp 
al; hy " eill they in to be” Metin 
'F=coult Hike Sell; bat ch; Me 
leciton 'of the prerniffes: THe TH ir 
9 Ny im) poflible with the reſt of bis 4afie 
poſaſs? > wrthie ths CO down 
at four years cid u pon fie ps Pad, 
and thenee skip Tg it ? More 
wotds to a' bargain eg ket” EY rotttg 
Man fiay tillhe be viit of his tiene, Hefo 
he (ers tiþ for. hitnifelf How then' "hilthe 
Fre till he come to'be* bf ©, opirinat age? 
for Philoſophy is a vety' ul ing | 
one is old,” and the ſiyall:5yem wilt not 
ome tp ene bs _ vg of the Diterſs 
bound togiv 5 tOkeephim 
ffarving,or Ring, a Arith "ou 


ger 
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ger ofthat,” becauſe he is too young; but 
that-weaze told _ is a thing _ 
exſarion- to be-got, which will make 
none ol# as you-pleaſe,' I-thought 'he 
dbecn old enough: without a Difperſa- 
tiou-th have had more wit! and inanners 
than coflatider andireltile Gods bigh Pricfbs; 
by making! the World: brlieveevery- No- 


vice may: ((preve vel proto): yuan Joy 


Qrders.- Doth-nor a Ca- 

nonof che-Charch Gy; Thar ' 2 Bhs Fo 
i© any Bjfbop Ordain'@ Man 6). 1. 1597 
either vexchouo a :The/e',.or - 

Ape; hieis for every: ſuch defanicliz 
able to:S»ſpcaffun for x whole. years; There 
is.irideed!a Proviſfo; that ' Fellows of: Cul> 
leges {whe are requit?d! by thew local. Sad- 
mer to: be in- Ordevs' at: ſuch a '3 
time) be-difpenſe& within reſpect of t their 
want of Age but whatis-chat wo Coir 

Parifhes?:. Thatthere may! be;- or\is.attu- 
ally a frequent abuſe inchis ticular, Cas 
he Gene Inman 15 an wo 
a'downr! y. Now: he 
enquires: how all thoſe: Setiphngs:.rhac 
commence yearly muſt live rflbthey- uorkt 
toan-holy maturity? L anfwer tiitinige- 
neral; char-they dv live ſomewhere wad 
thougs 


- 


hough wedaily meet with Jews, ' Greedy, 
Polontans, Hungarians, Germang, and 0« 
ther Foreign Pretenders to Learning bg 
ging our Charity, either indireQly,.b 

mitting our Names: into their Colondts of 
great Men ; or directly in their Lating 
Gibberiſh 3 yet-(ſach proviſions there are - 
mad<ein. Exgland,' that ) we ſeldom. find 
one of thole; hundreds of. Qur own Nation 
brought to ſuch  extremities.: Secondly, 
and more: particularly ;T.anſwer, i That 
many of thoſe Conamencers delign no 0- - 
ther | fro the Gentlemay”s Calling3 many 
more hetake themſelves to the Law, Civil 

or Common, and.to Phyſichz ſeveralwho 
intend; the. Miniftry, have _competetit. E- 
Rates: of their : qwn.z:; and; himſelf, grants - * 
that well night, a; wah part: axe preferred.in 
the Univerſity: all theſe deducted our of 
his two $5. hu the Remanent will not 
be very great, (and conſidering they, are 
none of them more immortal than other 
Men): if he. pleaſe... he may aff them to 

be Governours of Gr | 

commend them to: fore good Gentlemen 5 

' Houſes , tobe their Childrens Tutours, 
and their own Companions.. Indeed it 


our { nathy entertain Scholars: to: lave 2 Ji 


Seryants 
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LS- 
Servarits Wages, (ſometimes crowding'in 
the looking after a couple of Geldingrifito 


| theTen Pounds a year) and: allow them 


lictle' more reſpe& then they do; "their 
Cooks and Biitle#s "or keep the young Le- 
viteagainſt the ſmall Vicarage-falls, to-put 
my Coufm Avigail fairly off with it, .Imuſt 
confeſs It-' to * 
confeſs: Ive read of a certain Roman Lady, 
who received-Theſmopotis the Stoick, into 
herFamily,. and to teſtifie- the ſingular re- 
fpetand kindneſs ſhe had: for him, com- 
mitted her beloved Bitch (Pve quite for- 
| _ Name) now 'very -pregnant., to 


the Philoſopher to be truſted with luch a 
i .Fewelin his bofom? For, as they jour- 


Nature againſt . his 
Beard I. pow long after, by his careful 
management of the Natural Cauſes, de- 
polited her precious Whelps in his.learned 
Lap. Whether Luciau' made the ftary to 
-Jer the Stoick; or Lady,or both,or tells it 
for a true-relation, it matters not, ſince he 
was but a-meer Stoick; and ſhe but a Hea- 
then. Madam. But there's as little wit as 


s truth in that fetch, that any Chriften'd 
E 


Englith 


iScare-and tuition; and who {o fit as' 


neyed,. ſhe had the: advantage of caling * 


prominent-{1]ver= 


.an intolerable fault. I 
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Engliſh Gentleman _ make the fans 
perſon his own Confeſſour ( or Cainpanion 
atleaſt) and the Groom of his Horſes Bed- 
chamber. His Tales are not well laid 
together : for 15 it not extreamly proba, 


ble, that one who rubs his Horſes ſcabby 


heels, ſhould be ſuch excellent company 
for Sir Foby, that he, forfooth, muſt be 
call'd down to ſay grace to everyiHealth ? 
Tis dreadve; | _What a petulancy of: hu- 
mour isthis, to invent ſuch foppiſh Chz- 
mera's not only to abuſe the Clergy and 
3ts Candidates, but'to diſoblige theG 

alſo into the bargain? But ſtay! whither 
will this Chevalier Errant lead me? for 
like a Dog that hath loft the (cent, he is 
continually roving about for new Game. 


' You ſee what a Preacher he's likely to 


make, if ever he be cffecually called by 
ſome fat Benefice, where Hexry the Eighth 
took no Tell; for he is quite run from his 
Text; and if you pleaſe to call in about 
ſeven Pages backwards, you'll find him 


there only preparing his Ladsfor the V- 


niverſity)whereas here he hath pack'd chem 
down into Country again, and makes 
them ſtand Febing and picking their teeth, 


while the Knight and my Lady are at their « \ 


Datn- 


PY 


- | 
Dainties. ' Amd becauſe he is uſed to con 
feſs every ones faults but his own, I muſt 
tell him he forgets himſelf much, and is 
prepdſierous : for had hedeſign'd to treat 
us methodically, our firſt courſe ſhould 
have been School-Butter, Colledge-Commons 
the ſecond, and tlic Chickens and Tar ts re- 
ſerved till the laſt : and yet the Man is ſo 
confident -as to ſay, he now paſſeth f rom 
Schooling to the Univerſities. Which, that 
he may notfeem to do very abruptly,he in- 
terlopes here one thing more to bring the 
Boys and his Diſcourſe together, that is a 

ood conſtitution of Body neceſſary for Stu- 
dents. Well; how ſhall we do to know 
this? Why, repair to the Phyſitians, 
cries he : Very good but the beſt of them 
pretend to no more than good Gwefſers, 
whether at Healch or Diſeaſes, and unleſs 
. they had a Spirir of Propheſie, and could 
foretel a Boy's ©omods valct (even years 
hence, or could tix a healthy conflitation 
where they find it, or when they pleaſed, 
the whole fabrick of this adviſe will prove 
(ſays my Author) as thin as a piece of Me- 
taphyficks: for if it be lawful for us to be« 
leye our own: Senfes in this Sceptical Age, 
Conſtitmtions are as variable as the Moon, 
E 2 (fſup- 
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((uppoſing no change of *Diet, Air, or 
wonted Exerciles, 4 theſe make” they; 
vary more ftill) and fickly-puling Chil- 
dren often prove the more healthy and-ro-' 
buſt Mex 3 and again, luſty. promiſing Boys 
do as often grow Conſumptive and infirm! 
at- riper years, by reaſon of ſome inward: 
defect in the vital parts, which the moſt 
Microſcopical Phyſitiau could never diſco-, 
ver, till he was ſent for to difle& the. 
Body. | 
Nor ſhould he have needed:to argue: 
pro and con, whether by following his 
idle Crotchets, Univerſities ſhould abate of 
their number and ancient ſplendour : for 
if ever they be induced thercby to change 
their landable cuſtoms, tor his Etopian: 
Experiments, I'll venture to give him my: 
Mother tor a Maid. 

As for ours, he profeſleth a great eſteem 
tor them, and their (Governours Wiſdom, 
\(juſt as he complemented the Clergyan 
the beginning of his Book) and there- 
fore he doth not preſcribe them any new 
Scheme of Education : but yetuch arare 
Archite& he is, that you'll find him build- 
10g preſently above the Top-ſtoxe of Wij- 
doni's own laying. Not that he doth de> 
fErmIne 
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termine: poſitively whether the Old or 
New Philoſophy be the beſt, not he for the 
| World; but only. tells us in thoxt, chat 
\ Ariftotle's Monarchy 1s long ſince at an end, 
(and all the old moth-eaten Statues 
(which mention him honourably) out of 
date, together with a certain little Oatb 
thereunto helonging ) and we are at pre- 
ſent. abſolutely under the Goyernment of 
a Democracy, or new Commouwealth of 
Atoms. To let that paſs, I ſhall enquire 
into. thoſe . two things that ſo much ob- 
ſiru&k  Univerſity-impravements, and he 
intends to regulate perhaps, but not. till 
the King makes him our Vj3fitour.z one 
whereof he reckons a defeR.,. the other an 
abuſe. The great defeQis,, that Engliſh 
Eanrſes are not impoſed upon Lads,elpe- 
cially ſuch as are delign'd for the Pulpit: A 
retty. piece of Reformation indeed, though 
not think to claim the honour of 
cing its firſt [aventor:. for there was a 
time, when thoſe heavenly Reformeys at 
Weſtminſter voted -down Latize, for the 
anguage of the. Beaſt, and were clearl 

for. throwing; the: whole practiſe” of thi 
Law. into an Figliſh Model. In. imitati- 
on of them,the famous Crlpepper brought 
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the deſign to admirable ' effe& in Phyficks' 
(Bonds, you ſee, could oblige, and Puyger 
work then without Lative.) Nor was it 
reaſonable that Divinity ſhould ſtand out; 
for, to makea Through-Reformation;the 
Tudependents, Anabapriſts,” Antinomijts,and 
other Fa&ions, ſet up publick Schools in 
St. Pauls, and other places, ( by the con« 


nivence of one Tyrannuw, butnothimin 
the 47s ) wherein they. frequeritly held 
Decl amations and Diſputgtions m their My: 
ther-Tongue, to trainup the Old ;and gan 
New Proſelytes to there feveral Parties: 
{o that he muſt not have the credit of this 
projet. But. that he may go to work 
more like a Philoſopher than they, he By 
tends to back his deſign with ſome Regs 
on The firſt is, That the Languape 
eartied Mex fmuſt live by, is the Engl, 
there being no uſe of 'Latize in the Coun« 
try,but only to checqutr Sermon's,and make 
Salveto'sto ve DERs vefira Bate 
me an Ace, quoth Boſoy ? ' The Langyt 
Plum-ſellers indeed and Cheef- _ ne 
by, isthe Exgh/b,and *tis enoughHor them 
to read Epglith Hiſtories, Romances and 
Plays, -if hot. too much, But hath the 
Parſon no more uſe for T.atine * Hach he 
cha "F208 none 
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none but the Aſſemblies Notes, atid Eng- 
ſk Divines to conſult ? Hath he neither 
Councils nor Fathers, Philoſophers..nor 
Hiſtorians, Orators. nor Poets, Com- 
mentators nor- Criticks, nor any. Books 


in other Languages toadviſe with, 'fo per- | 


fe& his own Knowledge, and convince 
all Gainſayers? If it be ſaid that Pregch- 


ing, Oh Preaching, that's the All of his 
but 


meſs, the very Marrow-bone of the 
matterz yet there will 'be ſome uſe of 
Latine_ however, till Lycoſthenes, Polyan- 
theg's, and the German: Syſtems be done 
into-Engliſh3 for thele are the only wor- 


thy Authors a.great part of oux Clergy arc 
allowed by him. But in earneſt, what a 


firange Caprice is this, to put young Scho- 
lars upon reading Engliſh Writers, as if 
the Language of their Country would nat 


be familiar to them as well as others with- 


out all this ſtir? Thoſe old Dozards, our 
wile Founders and Fore-fathers, thought 
they rather ought to be interdicted Engliſh 
Authors, and confined wholly to Latize 3 

It being too fad a+truth, that many Lads 
of very good Parts, having (by their 

 Schoal-maſters negleR) no great skill in 
theGreekand Latine,fit down at Engliſhal- 

"> BS ©  __ 
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Topether, and by this means arc pexfed 
KR Bk to the” moſt learned oF ee 
the World. TEL i ts 
Thus much I could grant him, wereit 
for his purpoſe , that "Engliſh cart be 
throughly underſtood arid maſter*d with. 
out a competent skill in Grammar.,and'the 
Greek and Latine, from which many of 
oar Engliſh © words have _ their origine' 
which is the reaſon that Boys and Wo- 
tnen, though ſpeaking; indifferently well, 
yet {{]dom or neyer write true Engliſh, 
Noris there any thing but vain merriment 
in that obſerve, thatfome young conceit- 
&d Students write bombaſt and high-flown 
Epiſtles into the” Country, Is this for 
want of *Evgliſh ? No, not for want of *| 
Tonorance 3 but a' a childiſh affection of 
being out of the vulgar road; and rather 
for want of Brains and Latine , for Ine- 
ver yct met with a Lad that* could give 
you an ingenious and pithy Difſcourle in 
Latixe, but he could frame ' you the ſame 
with eaſe and advantage” in his Native Di- 
a—_” dt Ny Tl. 
Another Argument he brings to com» 
mend Engliſh Exerciſes, is ,- That'they 
are ſo'far from hindring their Latine- «+ 
Dae, 5 Sade ' Improve- 
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improvement, - that-they tend very.much 
ut (ib y/wouity Nay then, Gentlemen, 
look to your Pockets, and let them read 
Engliſh, Engliſh, Engliſh, to the end of the 
Chapter. And how 1s this Paradox pro- 
ved? Why, by telling you a ſmall tory 
. of a certain Academick Toungſter, (Nicho- 
las Nemo by name) © who having finiſht 
< his poſtures at Tables end, madea filly 
<Oration in Latine , (though he gives it 
* :4 Engliſh, aud who knows whetber it be 
< faithfully..tranſlated ?) wherein he com- 
< plains that his Mule and halfe ne*er drank 
<« above fize q. of Helicon 3 that he hath 
© neither Stars nor Glorics, Phraſes nox 
<« Pearls, nothing. but a'ſhady Groye, or 
< purling ſtream 'to defcribe , &c. And 
ſo, for fear of wounding your patience, he 
makes his Leg, and exit : fare him well ! 
Granting all this were as true as that the 
Sea burns , though ?tis hardly. that, yet 
whar doth it argue? Yes, he tells us, 
That if the Lad had firſt determin'd in 
Engliſh what' he intended to (ay in Latixe, 
he would have diſcern'd and avoided all 
theſc'impertinencies 3 which is a_poftula- 
21m we do abſolutely deny : for had he 
taken that courſe, he could but have Fw 
£2 E | ; cite " 
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his beſt, his utmoſt ſtill, although it mug 


thing to imagine the Boy is wiſer in Eng- 


lifþ than in _Latine;. fuppoſin he under. | 
Gn why. h 


ſtands both. ' The true reaſc y 
made ſuch 3 Chicken-broth Diſcourſe, was, 
not for want of skill in Egliſ or Lazin,but 
for want of fancy and Toe Parts, Judgment 
and Years for Child's but Chz!d, and Buy 
15 but Boy ſtill, however, this Mans Geeſe 
mult be all Swans, his imaginary Lads a- 
ble to. declaim againſt Ozinf#ilian, and 
<ope with Cicero himſelf at a folid and 
fleſhy. Oration: ſo that if any one befo 
childiſh as to believe he comes to the Unie 
verſity to learn Engliſh, let him know he 
'35abuſed, and madeto begin at the wxoi 
end. Let him read and digeſt the 
Greek and Latine Authors for his purpoſe 
firſt,and lay in a ſtock of olianeLouy 
ing both Ancient ang Modern 4, and. then 
when he comes of age; and years ofdilcre- 
tion ,. (befoxe he-engage in the Pulpit) 
we'll give him leave to read the chojcelt 
Ergliſh Books to advance his flile,. and 
$ive hima perfe&t command of, tys,Mo- 
OE ant 
The other Indidtment he- drawsup a- 
Dow againſt 


f |: 
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Univerſities, is for retaining an 
ancient cuſtorn of Foqaing, as if himſelf 
were all this while grave and ſerioxs, or 
above thoſe {mall Diſpenſarions. Like a” 
nother Beardleſs Apollo, he ſurnmons all 
Tripu's, 'Previricator's, and Terrefilins's 
to 'Parnaſſer, to give them fair warning 
that nothmg muſt henceforth go for Wit, 
but what' 1s full meaſure according to his 
Standard; ' As for their Hetle conceits,” he 
knocks them all o' th? lead with one ſ{ohd 
and ponderous Argument, ” 'vize They ate 
aſeful neithier m Law, Phyfick, -nor D3vi- 
ity, Ergo, they are good for nothing : 
Tangeam 'ex "Tripode quidem diftum ! Bat 
Sir Tripus weuldanſwer him with a {72004 
ſequitur: for they are not only innotent 
Recreations' of themſelyes, (when they 
quit their ſubjeRs indeed to fall foul upon 
Governinents, 'Perſons, and FunGions, like 
you know who, they expect to be called 
coram Nobis,” arid fent to 'Bocards or rhe 
Pack Rbd; without Bait or' Main 'ptiſc) 
ut of excellent uſe too iÞ katdfochly mas 
naged 3 it$to be confidered that Lawugh- 
ter 151 Promoter*of Health in' ge- 
neral; and an ceafie: Anmler againft forme 
diftempet that hang about ſedentary _ 


[6] 
in particular : it unbends the. Mind, -loo- 
ſens the diſtended Nerves ofthe Soul, and 
xeyives :1ts GroOping Spirits after a won- 
derful manner z and why' then muſt. it he 
deemed a Capital Crime to interpoſe one 
merry Scene, to ſct off a ſerious and tedi- 
ous 47, more reſembling a Long Parti: 
ment Faſt than I know what? And if 
Saint Fobn diverted himſelf ſometimes, ig 
playing with: Partridges, whilſt, he yas 
writing his myſterious Apocalypſe, o 
may not grave Men have their, Sos 
tickled, though but with Straws and Fes- 
thers, rather than crack their, Sculls with 
Voluminous Poſitions, long-winded Spee- 
bes, and endleſs. Diſputes, aboue. me 
-rols-grain'd. Theory ? Wheretore {tis 
not . material though theſe , lighter. and 
more airy kind of Exerciſes are .not, nor 
Doha intended to he uſctul in Lan, 
ylick or Divinity, ſo longas. they haye 
a laudabe end, = RE Kc eſſe of 
fig on Nor is it neceflary. peo 
1ath got. the right knack, of Foquizg,{hould 
flow that _ all his fed more than he 
who happens.to a a. Foof's partywell in 
twe or three Plays, may be ſuppoſed ne- 
never after to quit the Szage. . Dulce oo 
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fepere:in loco 3. a prudent man at differenc 
times/and- places knows when to bein jeſt 
or: carneſt.* No Man ever dreamt* that. 
King James made DulEman in Ipnoranus 
a Biſhop, for ating a Dull-man all his lite, 
butfor-being one of the wiſcit Men in the 
compatiy, as he afterwards approyv'd him- 
(&]f. | = M309 Sts 

In the next plate, - (like ſome Sir Pols- : 
zick Would-be) he. traduces our Terrefi- 
lars and Prevaricator's not a little, in re- 
preſenting them. as Nibblers at. an. ambi-- 
guous word, and Quibblers upon Lilly*s! 
Poetry, or at. beſt but Toflers of an Ax-- 
10m out of Logick, witha Hocas Pocas,&c. 
whereas they oftentimes produce as. good 
fancy, ingenious humours, lively action;. 
well' contriv*d Ironies, merry | Fictions; 
mimical Geſtures, and Burleſque. Deſcri- 
ptions, as any I find in his little Letter, 
yea or the great Don of Manchzs. Ina. 
word, this difficult Province being; auſu<. 
ally afſigned to the choiceſt Wits, it isun-: 
reaſonable to fancy they mult needs. prove: 
Fack-puddings in the Pulpit or elſewhere, 
eſpecially when we recount how many. of. 
them of late years have arrived at conft-. 
derable Preferments both in Chxrch and 
States And 
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- And now let the World: jadgt if. theſe 
two little things are not: mighty: Obſiry- 
Gions to 2 Clergy-man's improvement: 
in Academick Studies ! Indeed if hecould 
have impeacht ' our Univerſities of ſore 
real abuſes, as that kiſhng goes by favour; 
I mean, chat a great number of the Youth 
are committed to the care of (uch Tw- 
towrs, whoſe ignorance hath made them 
ſordidly ſervile, and their flattery pre- 
ferr'd them tobe Favourites or of fuch 
others who arc of too large Principlesand 
PraQtiſes in their Religion, and own no 
other , perhaps, but Hobbss Cired; ot 
. could he have complained juſtly, that our 
| Degrees lie as open as the High-way for 
all Comers;that Haxds and Seals to Letters 
Teftimonial are common as Stones in the 
Streets, and never denied to the moſt in- 
corrigible Dunces, and the like, he might 
have lighted on ſomething that did really 
incommode all learned Profeſſions, clpeci- 
| ally the Clergy 3 but flince he could find no 
ſuch Camel-like faults amongſt them worth 
the mending, I wonder he ſhould be fo 
Boyiſh as to make all this noiſe and firain- 
ing meerly to catch a few Gnats- 


From 
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_ From the Univerſity he pexſecutes the 
Clergy-men into the Pulpit and.though 
Te FOG he”. has no Authority to give 
Rules,of Preaching, yet. you muſt expect 
him to be as free of: is Cenſures there- 
of ;-asif he were: Arebbiſhyp of the Pro- 

VINCes | hy 
Now as we advance to enquire info His 
abuſes of Preaching, I muſi_nceds whil- 
per an old advice into his car, #t Titulun 
Legat. For if I well remember, he is now 
inferring the Contempt of the Clergy from 
the Topick of their, Ignorance: ; And 1s it 
not ſtrange any Man in his wits ſhould go 
about to prove that, -fram the towring E- 
boqgueence, and protound Learning of lyme, 
and theabundance of Latine, Greek, and 
 Hebrew,laid to lard the Sermons of others ? 
Beſides, *tis ſtrange apy Man ſhould be (o 
loftily eloquent, and deeply Jearncd as to 
want common. prudence, and not eonfi- 
der his audicace,. and diſtinguiſh between 
.an Univerſity and a Country Pulpit. Bur 
the Plot is very viſible 3 for, refolving to 
hook ia the whole Clergy into his Lob's 
Pound before he had done, he hath-now 
divided chem into two Reverend T_ 

"1 
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of learfied Mad-men, and ignorant Fools, 
*Tis well his word'is no ſlander. Its the 
mean time, it's oft the People's more than 
Preachers fault he' is 'not clearly under. 
ſtood, who being either captious-or ob- 
noxious (like the o1d: Phariſees) will ſhur 
their eyes againſt Truths made out as cleat 
as the Sun, becauſe againſt the grain," and 
not for theirturn3 and though with Saint 
Pax he reaſon plainly of thoſe plain Do: 
Erines , Righteonſneſs ; Temperaiice, and 

ent to comes yet like Felix touch- 
ed to the quick, they either bid him'go hjs 
way for this time, and ſtay ftill they ſend 
for him, or cry out with Feſtus, The Myr 
15 certainly befides himſelf. - ' 

Now I know no Law he tranſgreſſesif 
the Preacher now and then quote a Greek 
or Latize Author in a vulgar Auditory : 
None but Calumny it (elf would have 
charg'd him at a venture with Oftentation 
and Vanity. Why might he not rather 
do it to diſtinguiſh him from a Gifted Bre« 
ther in a Conventicle, who talks all of his 


own head in home-ſpun Engliſh? And 


= 


why not to ſhow that very learned Men 
are of his Opinion, and that he deſires, 


net his Auditors to believe it a 
al 


| 
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ſaid it; but-becauſe it is trxe ? Authority 
is a moreeffectual Argument ad hominem, 1, 
+ thana Demonſtration, becauſe ſeldom ta= *' 
ken. What though few or noneunder- 
| fandhim thoſe very words, ſo long as 
they apprehend him in much more than 
they can remember? Should he dif- 
courſe all in Engliſh, and like a Scholar, 
he muſt not expe to be - intelligible: all 
| along to common capacities, more than 
thoſe lvorinrz in a Chapter of St. Pau] read 
in Engliſh. WEE | 
| There isa ſort of Preaching our Author 
ſeems to favour , (it he favour any) by 
_ dividing a Text into oje part, I mean, by 
making a long continued Harangue upon 
+ fome certain ſubject ; which, if. well ex- 
' amined, would be found more ufelefs and 
. Unprofitable than thoſe ſaid to be ſpi- 
c&ed fal of Latine, partly for its want of 
method and due helps of memory, and 
partly for _—_P full of Latinized-aftedted- 
Enghſh.- For Fl aflure you, the Vulgar 
anderſtand Saint Chryſoſtont's cafic Greek, 
and Saint Auſtine's, nay Tertulian's Afri- 
can Latine, as wellas they do the partt- 
cuk paſſages, and whole frame and drift 
+ Offucha Diſcourſe. They know not with- ; 
7 F out 
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out an Tterpreter what you mean by your 
rational Notions, ingenuou Principles,and 


ſublime Moralities 3 your fervid Parturicn-, 


cies, parturient Agonies, and zealous Pree 
fages of the People your Accommedes 
tions and intexchangeable Ratifications 
of Peace z your adjuſting differenccy be- 
tween the Animal and Divine Life, and a 
thouſand more ſome of our pretended 
Maſters of Reaſon have raked: out of Ge 
zets and late Rodemontado Authors, to 
make them a Schibboleth of diftinRion, 
whereby they would be thought wiſer 
than the common Herd of Mortals, E- 
very Man in his way 5 yet they are not 
always the wiſer and more rational part 
of Mankind , who ar fo charitable gs to 
think themſelves fo. I 

But the Greek and Lating Shredsare 
not always loſt ; for there 1s {ametimes an 
all-wiſe Patron , or al-»aderſtanding Ju- 
ftice of Peace at Church. Not to envy 
him his wonted happineſs in Epithees, 
- though he lay it down dagmatically for 
a certain Maxim, That there is as great a 
future reward in ſaving one that takes 
Colle;on , as the beft Man in the Pariſh, 


and conſequently they ſhould Þ2 preachs 
at, 
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at both like 3 yet other Men think they 


may warrantably take more pains tg con- 
vert a potent and publith, Perſon, than any 
one ot the /z:tle People, becaule in gain- 
ing bin they uſually gain half a Paxiſh. 
Hormonides the Minſtxe} being now Maſter 
of his Art, ask'd his Tutour, Timothy what 
courſe he muſt take to get him a Name 
and eſteem all over Greece his anſwer 
was, That it would be a tedious and end- 
leſs piece of work to ſhow his skill to eve- 
Ty ardinary Mecbanick, betides that ſuch 
axe no, competent Judges : But the moſt 
compendious way to do his buſineſs, was 
to give a Specimen of his art to ſome few 
of the Petentates,” of the chjef and leading 
Men in all Greece, and when they are pol- 
ſels'd (faid he) with an Opinion af thy 
Excellency, all the World will preſently 
cammend and admire thee by their exam- 
ple, as Lacan tells the Story. And we 
know that the Warld lives more by Ex- 
ample than Precept, that the Farmer is or- 
dinarily of his Landlord's Religion, and 
that *cis ſometime more in Hs than the 
Parſat's pawer to take his Tenant a 
good Church-man, or an idle SeGary- 
Bat our Saviour and his Apoſtles (faith 
F 2 | he) 
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he) make no ſuch diſtinQion in their Diſ. 
courſes. A Metaphor taken from ihe F4- 
natick, way of arguing 3 becauſe they did 
not in ſome Circumſtances, we may not 
inany. What if our Saviour's Auditors 
were all of apicce, all of the, mu, or 
at leaſt the oi Fw96r3 the Text doth not 
ſay any of the Learned, or any Knights and 
Squires were therez Nay, another private 
Text asks the Queſtion,(whichT take for 
little leſs than an univerſal Negative)Have 
any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſes belie- 
ved on him ? The Goſpel was firſt preacht 
to the Poor, and not many iſe, not many 
Noble were called , they being loth to 
ſtoop from their Grandeur, and renounce 
all their Carnal Wiſdom, as tt required: 
but fince the Laarxed and Noble have em- 
braced the Faith, ſurely there's more uſe 
of Learning and Eloquence to convert and 
confirm them, than the rude Vulgar- 

As for the ſequel of his-Diſcourſeabout 
Preaching, an hundred to one if it benot 
tke ſomething or other. It is not like 
the Picture of a French Lady who ) gae 
the Painter five Livres more than ordina« 
ry to corre the detects of Natures Pen- 
611, and make her an exa@ Beauty : But 

| rather 
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Tather like ſome Dutch prece repreſenting 


a company of Anticks and Apessfaces, 
where every one '{qines or grins, ſnears 
or mumps een as it pleas*d the Painter. 
Or if you will, *tis like a Pedler*s Stall, I 
have ſeen, managed by the little Fobx of 
all Trades in his narrow-brimm'd Beaver 
_ to a point 3 how bulily he ſtrats a- 
out, crying, (Come buy my ratling Me- 
taphors, my Ginger-bread Similitudes, my 
dainty laced Prefaces, ingenious Pictures, 
exatf Compaſſes , Fews-Trumps, Hobby- 
Horſes, Thimbles and Bodkins , Divine 
Knicknacks and Conceits : Here*s your A+ 
gua-fortis, Sal Almoniack, Tops, Pears, 
and Pomgranates, Violins, Trebbles and 
Gingles, new Songs, new Moons, new Al- 
menacks, new 3 ſee here, what it you lack?) 
till all the Infantry in Town flock about 
him to gaze at his little leſs than Tredes- 
kin-variety of Miracles. Even (0 — _ 
But in earneſt, let*s- enquire ſeriouſly 
into the main things he ſays make Prea- 
chers ridiculous, 7. e« Harth Metaphors, 
childiſh Similitudes, fooliſh Prefaces, affe- 
Ged Diviſions, cunning Dodrines, odd 
Expreſſions, and ſuch Itke, and how far 
they are true,or concern the prefent Cler- 
BY: F 3 In 


the {1 


In the firſt place, we are much obliged 
to the Gentleman thar he doth not con- 
fine and tie us up ſo ſtritly, as that we 
muſt upon all occaſions call a Spade a 
Spade, (at our peril) but allows us the 
common priviledge of all Oratours;to uſe 
Improprictics ſometimes, whether $Simj- 
le's at large, or Metaphors, which are the 
{ame. thing contracted into one word, 


provided they be grave, decent, ſignificant 


and pertinent : and had he denied us, the 


cale would not havebeen much alter'd; 


for. xe are not to leam from him what 
fingular uſe there may be of them many 
times for informing Vulgar Judgments, 
and influencing their Aﬀedtions > which 
15 a xeaſon. ſpecial enough why our Saw- 
our uſed this way,of Preaching. _ | 
But (ccondly,, We'deny all thoſe inſtan- 
ces tobe ridiculous which he is pleaſed to 
vend for {ich. ; For what ifa Text ſhould 
chance to.be like an. jngenious Pitfwre, Or 
Mofes's Rod, or Nogh's Dove, yea or like 
the very Max going to Fericho Where's 
Fa Latine all this while,provided the 
Application be: natural and appoſite3 E- 


very, Mechanick can tell him, that Simili- 
_tudes are nor defigni'd to agree as one Plane 


doth 


# 


[71] 
doth with another 3 if they touch but in 
one point, 452 Globe upon a Plane, it is 


fufficient- And if he quarrel with theſe 


arid ſuch like Compariſens, he 1s in a faiy 
way to fall foul upon the moſt ſober and 
even ſacred Writings. What if the Prea- 
cher ſhould upon occaſion compare a Cloud 
ta Mans Haud, wile fpeeches to Apples 
of Gold in piftures of Silver , (provided 
they be not ingenious Pictures) Iſrael to 
the dufs of the Earth, Fob to' a Cruddled 
Chreſe, Man to a wild Afﬀes Colt, .and his 
own dung, Conhdence to a broken Tooth, 
Spirits to Frogs , the Soul to the Chariots 
ot Amminadab , Hezelga to a Weaver , a 
Crane and Swallow, the Jews to roaring 
Bears, the Word of God to Fire a Hammer 
and 2 Sword, the Kingdom of Heaven to 
2 Grain of Muftard-ſced , a little Leaven, 
2 Nz#, a lofi Gyoat , the Son of Man him- 
{elf ro a Shepberd, a Lamb, a Lion, a Vine, 
2 Branch, with hundreds more of that na- 
ture; Pl! affure you it may bedone (0- 
berly and ſigniticantly,for it has been done; 
and none but a profane Wit would dare to 
play with the leaſt and ſmalleſt things 
when once mad ſacred. ——Procul 0 
procal jte Profani. 
; F 4 But 
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©. But amongſ the reſt of his Prefaces', I 
" wonder' he could 'not light upon; one 
grown too common of late, 'and is pers 
haps more needleſs (to ſay no more) than 
any he hath mention'd; Lmeani, a long 
conceived Prayer before Sermon, wherein 
_ thePreacher preſents God Almighty with 
a large train of Titles, and recommends 
ſeveral perſons to him-under the 'notion 
of Right Honourable , Reverend, Worſhip- 
ful, Learnedand Worthy, Earls, Biſhops, 
Knights, Do&ors, Eſquires, Gentlemen 
Mr. Profiours, Mr. Taxers, &c. He could 
have told them that God Almighty need- 
ed not to be informed of any Mans Worth 
or ®zality,and that thoſe Titles were im- 
proper tobe offer?d up to God inafolema ** 
Prayer, but to be direced to the People in 
an Exhortation (according to the LV.Ca- 
aon) to mind them ' of that due refſpe& 
they owe to their Superiours; But: be- 
cauſe he ſays nothing hereof for ſome. 
reaſons beſt known to himſelf, I ſhall for 
others ſay no more. ' . 6 4:9 
' Thirdly, You muſt know that our in- 
genuous Author hath lately been - with 
the Man among the Tombs, and raked in | 
dead Mens Aſhes tor {ſeveral of the Soc, tf & 
a : q E 
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he entertains you. with. -. Fox. inſtance, 
that Text -againft Nox-refidexce and the 
device of the Triangular Heart, axe both 
as old as Pauls. He that could not run. 
without feet, was a famous Divine in his 
time, (he-tells you) but that was long be- 
fore himſelf was out o'th? ſhell. Parſon 
Slip-ftocking, ang the Author of the D3/- 
coveries, and many others whpſe Ghoſts he 
brings in, have long {ince quitted the 
Stage 3 and admitting they were once of 
our Church, and did any of them at their 
parts ridiculouſly, yet what is that to the 
preſent Clergy ? If he can't find in his 
heart to ſpeak wel] of the Dead, and bury 
their infixmities with them, yet *tis the 
heighth of injuſtice to charge the Living 
with their perſonal faults. = 

'. Fourthly, You may gueſs he was once 
of Mr. Nye's, or Mr. Calamy's, or fome 
ſuch Reformado Congregation, or at leaſt. 
hath frequented Conventicles fince more 
than the Church, by a great deal of the 
idle ſtaff, and lamentable fooleries he hath 
the honour to, bring to light , it being 
well known, that canting expreſlions,and 
all that way of talking, is the proper and 
Characeriftical note ofa Separaziſt ; And 
k if 
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ifhe had been an ingenuons as the worthy 
Author of the Friendly Debates, he would 
have ſet the ſaddle upon the right Horſe, 

| and not have pin'd theextemporary effu- 
fions, ſandified nonſenſe, andintolerable 
fooleries of thoſe facious Pulpiteers and 
Intruders, upon that Church they -made 
it their whole buſmeſs to Pluck down by 

_ way; of Reformation,” It is no news. to 
tell how inſtrumental many of the preci- 
ous Aathors he cites , were in that Greg 
Work. Nor is it any Miratle that Preach- 
ing was abuſed in thoſe days, when a 
learned Orthodox Clergy was filenced for 
their malignant Loyalry, and their Pulpits 
filled with Shoe-makers, Taylors, Wee 
vers, Threſhers, Coblers, Tinkers, Brew« 
ers, Bakers, Filhmongers, Wook-Combers, 
and all manner of Rufſet-Rabbies',* and 
Mechanick Divines :- No wonder if there 
was rare work - made with Texts and 
Preachments , when every one borrowed 
his Similitudes and Language from his 

own Trade, comparing Facob to a Threſs- 
7ng-Worm,Repentance to a Bell-ruſh,Man's 

Body to an Apple , his Soul to an Oyſter, 

ec. But to lay their grievous extravage- 

cies at the door of the preſent hy is 
| 8 one 
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done {olike a faithful Hiftoriax, as if the 
| Sacrilege, Murders, Trealons and Regi- 
cide of thoſe black-ſoul'd Rumpers ſhould 
be unreaſonably wreſted to refleQ upon 
this preſent moſt Loyal and Renowned 
Parliament. | 

Laſtly, The refidue of thoſe little paſ- 
Cages and: fiories he laughs at, are either 
puzely of his own invention, or abuſed 
- andperverted into ridiculous by his Addi- 
tions or Explications : Whereby it ap- 
peats: his Genius inclines him to. Plays, 
Poetry and Romances, rather than Hiſto- 
ry : in thoſe indeed he hath no Law, but 
& write what he and his Muſes pleaſe; 
but. in this he mutt expect to be confined 
wholly to Truth. 

Now I demand what mortal Man ever 
heard ſuch terms as Star-board and Lar- 
board, Sterns and Fore-caſtles in a Sermon, 
ſince Pulpits made of Ships Beaks have 
been -out of faſhion? No, no, they are 
his own, as well as the rering, flanking,in- 
treuching and ſtorming a Text, together 
with thoſe touches of Ptolomy's Sylteme, 
ſolid Orbs, and the points of the Compaſs, 
and comparing the Moon, Mercxry and Ve«. 
_ #us to Violins and Trebbles, all his — 

viſe 


[76] 
viſcd meerly to give us ſome hints of his 
general Accompliſhments. Firſt he gives 
you a taſte of his skill in Navigation, then 
Mm Military Diſcipline 3 for I can affure 
you. he hath ſeex a Ship, and beard of 1 
Fight: but for Affrowomy, Oh Afrone- 
my! —— — let himalone and yet, if he 
qmake no better uſe or't, it is to be feard 
he was born under a three-penny Plane, 
(whether according to the Old or New 
Hypotheſis it matters not) however he 
ralks ſometimes of keeping Tex Foot-boys, 
and being Secretary of State. | 
Again, Thoſe: choice phraſes of: hack 
ing, hewing, and ſplitting of Texts,(ſoft 
and gentle Metaphors taken from rivin 
a tender Oak ) making Paith, ' Hope a 
Chariy a little Ring of Bells; - together 
with the Latine .Materials, Hic labor, boc 
opus filveſtremteuui ——— are all his 
own ſtill. And it he be {o gopd' at the 
Forge, and can heat you an.eptire Fiction 
out of his own Brain, na wonder hehath 
a little dexterity at the File and Hammer, 
to work his matter into what ſhape he 
pleaſe, to add ordetract, bend or ftraigh: 
ten it as occaſion ſerves. Indeed he wreſts 
Mens Sermons Iike a+Noſe of m as 
crc+ 
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Hereticks deal by the holy Scriptutes, and 
makes the poor Parſon'wind and turn all 
manner of ways, as a Rider would do his 
Spaniſh Fennet. For inſtance, the ſtory 
of making Chriſt a Shop-keeper, (however 
it comes not in hobling with a reverence 
be it ſpoken) is moſt ſhamefully miſ-re- 
preſented, the greateſt part of ic owning 
no other Author but himſelfo He mutt 
pardon me if 1 credit mine own ears more 
than his laviſh Pen, and any Man that 
will believe his own Eyes, may find: the 
truth of what I ſay by conſulting the 
Copy. | ALL 
Another he brings in Preaching about 
Epiſcopacy, from that Text As 16. 30: 
Siri, What muſt I do to be ſaved? And 
this (I muſt tell yon) is nothing more 
than a confident Calumny : for Epiſcopacy 
was not the buſineſs of that Sermon. ?Ts 
true, the Preacher did by the way reflect 
upon the word Kyecr, (tor it doth figni- 
he Lords in plain Engliſh) and chence in- 
ſnuate what reſpe& and honour” was gi- 
ven to the Apoſtles and Paſtours of the 
Church by thoſe Primitive Converts > but 
that ' he ſhould infer, that _ were 
formerly Peers of the Realm, and did - 
| y 
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by claim their priviledge of ſitting in the 
Houſe of Lords, is ſuch a monſixous for- 
gery a$ you can ſcarce match it in all La» 
ciax, though he is {0 civil as to tell-us he» 
forchand his true Hiſtories are all falſe. 
And yet when his hand wasin, he could 
not forbear ſlandering azother perſon of 
Worth, with another of the fame ; who, 
chough he did from that Text in St..Mat- 
thew, Seck ye the Kingdom of God — 
Obſerve in trayſtz, that Monarchy was the 
beſt of Governments, as bearing a nearer 
reſemblance to that of God himtelf, than 
any | Ariftocracy or commonwealth 
that be ſhould uſe any ſuch ridiculous Ex- 
as thoſe, — Jt is xot ſaid abe Par 
ment of God, be Army of God or uhe 
Committee of ſafety of God,-oisa great 
untruth, ſecond to. none but that I told 
you af before 3 ſo eafie a thing it is fora 
Splenetick Momus to take every thing by 
the wrong handle, and make that look ri- 
diculous which was ſpoken never ſo well 
and foberly. Now (as we ule to lay, & 
Heroulem) by theſe inſtances you may 
judge of the rcft, and gueſs at the Mans 
Ingenuity, the greateſt part of all thoſe 
Abſurdities charg'd upon Preaching hong 
we 
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either þi$ ow72 or none of ozrs, who have, 
but the leaſt relation (ſo much as that of 
TJourney-men_) to, the preſent Clergy. 
Wheretorc, to ſhut up this Stage, though 
we 'gccount of ſachas-tell us of our faults 
truly, modeſtly, and in private, as of our 
beſt Friends 3: yet we ſhall beware of them 
that do not pnly publiſh and divulge our 
private failings to reproach and upbraid 
us, but make them ten times morethan 
weacknowledge, as of the moſt ill-natu- 

red and perniciqus of all qur Evens. 


And (9 I pals gn to his ſecond Topick, 
the Clergy's Poperty, to examine whether 
he hath þetray'd: more integrity in xepre- 
"wn pr And. becauſe I have already 
(hewed that the generality even of our be- 
feriaw Glergy gre not ſodjſmally pror and 
ſhrimped things as he makes them, I ſhall 
content my (elf with ſome ſhort Remarks 
ypen him now, to leave a little room: far 
my. third and Jaft Propoſi tion, which, I 
prefurne, will end the whole Contro- 


verhe, big 
And here he procecgs to talk after the 
eld wild rate, and bath: (er the ſecond Part 


tothe ſame Tune cxaftly with the firfl 
| taking 
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taking the ſame extravagant libetty in hit 
Expreſſions, Figures and Forgeries. There 
is the never-enough-to-be-commended 
rony, that diſpatcheth one half of the buſi 
neſs, and what remains is made good by 
the prodigious all-confounding Hyperbole, 
by which he can blow up a Fly into the full 
proportion of five hundred Camels put to- 
gether. When he ſeerns to comimend, . he 
moſily jeersz what he pities, he abuſcth: 
when he would deplore his Clergies rui- 
nous Circumſtances, he only: laughs tiH 
the tears ſtand in his eyes. Take him at 
one end of his Glaſs, and he*ll ſhow you 
a Mole-hill grown up into a- Mountain; 


and if there be occaſion to look at' the 0 *© 


« 


ther, bigh jingo, tanutus — the old tally 
Mountain dwindles preſently into ayoung 
Mote-hill. At firſt. -he makes a formal 
face like ſome piteous State in the Wall, 
that would have us believe it bears up the 
whole Fabrick by its ſhragging 3 as it it 
were a burden to his little Conſcience that 
out Clergy is not {6 well provided for as 


,the Prieftheod of old : but all he drivesat 


in the end, is only to let off aQuerk or 
two, and certifie Mankind chat theSoul 


of Men are a greater charge than Sp | 
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and Oxen, .and that Money and Vidtuals 
were not Types and Shadows to ceaſe with 
the Ceremontal Law. At length he ſhows 

n.the High Rope; and advances to the 
top.of his defign, his claborate Defcripti- 
onof. the Vicar, which, that it might be 
to the life, he hath ranfack*'d all the Ro- 


mances and Plays written fince the King 


came in, for Accoutrements to make him 
the moſt deſpicable Lazarillo in Nature : 
« For he diſcovers him. walking penſively 
<2lone jn his-Church-yard,. either with- 
« out a Caſſock,or without Breeches, (ac- 
« cording as it happen'd to þe the Breeches 
« or Caſſock:year,) and ſtudying meerly 
<« how to hve; caſting.with himſelf what 
<« Piggs, Geele and Apples are towards, 
« who is likely to marry or die next, and 
<« (adly remembring that the laſt Kilder- 
«kin of Drink is near departed, and chat 
« all his Treaſure is reduced to one fingle 
« Groat: Returning to the little Hut, 
«his Manſion-honſe, he meets with new 
« diſaſters to enhance his ſorrows, a ſcur- 
*yvy Mole had plough'd up moſt of his 
«Glebe, and the malicious Crows tram- 
< pled down the remaining Graſs : then 
+ ſweep comes the _ and robs him - 

| « the 
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<« the moſt hopeful Chick in alt the brood; 
&< And to make up the Scene and-ruine 
<« him quite, the Jack-daws and Starlj 

« (idle Birds that they are!) (atter'd-and 
« carried away forty or tifty of thebeſ 
<« Straws from his Thin-thatch*d Roof, 
< Thus rack'd and tortur'd, he tries to 
* weather out his melancholy by retiring 
< into the little hole over the Oven, cal- 
© led his Study, (contriv'd there, I ſuppoſe; 
<« zo ſave firing) a pretty little Vancan, 
<the whole furniture whereof 1s aGer- 
< man Syſteme, a Geneva Bible and Con- 

* cordarice of the ſame, a Boudget of old 

<« ſtitch'd 'Sexmons., ſome broken Girts, 

< with two or three: yards of Whip-cord 

<©< behind the door, and a Saw and Ham- 

© mer''to prevent. Dilapidations. But 

<* finding his Family, cannot be maintam'd 

<« with Texts and Contexts, (he Child - 
«in the Cradle crying all this while fot 

** want of Milk) down he creeps.again, 

< and betakes himſelf to thoſe Heavenly 

** employments, of filling the Dung-Cart 

* indry weather, pilling of Hemp, and 

* heating the Oven in wet 3, and, toevi- 

* dence his willingneſs to turn a Penny in 


* an honeſt way,one day he went _ 
| | * Ket 


LJ. 
« ket updti a Pannier with Turkics and 
< Geeſe bobbing out'their heads undet his 
« Canonical Coat : but alas; alas; in his 
<« abſence the beloved Duck miſcatries; or 
« the never-failing Hen forſakesher wort- 
« ed Neſt, at which he'either runs ravi 
<« about the Yard like a Linratich', of all 
< confinies hitn(4lf to the little Hole atore- 
< ſaid; being &en overwhelmed with grief . 
«and deſpair. — Now did you ever 
meet. with ſuch a Romantick Whimlſie as 
this in all your Travails ? Do ybu believe 
he really thinks this is a May of God he 

thus (ets out , and makes ſo bold -with ? 

Doth he not fully betray that mighty re- 

verence he has for the holy Profeſſion, thus 

to prevaricate, and coynan Extopian Vicar 
meerly to laugh at? Beſides, granting 
there ever was fuch a forlomn Creature as 
he deſcribes, yet how ridiculous a thin 

is this #e#p way of Argutnentation which 
concludes from Particulars? For if you 
will take his word for good Logick, one 
inſtance or two refledts diſparagetnent, 
and procures a general difeſteem to all that 

Order of holy Men, pag-98. As much as to 
fay,that.if ſorne of the Gentry of England, 
being decayed in their Eſtates through 


2 their 


OE 
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:their Loyalty to the King, or by their own 
af . imprudence, their Children come to be 
6's” Taffters or Hſtlers, or any. other ſervile 
| : Officers, there mult needs be a blot in the 
. Scutcheons of all the reſt, though never fo 
flouriſhing, till Dooms-day,” | -/. 
Now I ſhall not undertake to anſwer 
his. mad Deſcription, but only crave leave 
'to tell you a Story, and give him'the ho- 
nour ot bearing a conſiderable partiin it, 
| which (though it be a meer fiction, and 
WE 4 you are requeſted betore-hand not to be- 
bi lieve it, yet) may ſeem perhaps as pro- 
bable and plauſible as that he makes no 
(cruple to publiſh tor true. 


« Spending, ſome time in my Travails 
©at the famous Hecdecapolis, I was'con- 
* ducted to a certain Covent of the Elew- 
7 © theri, who are faid to have been former- 
F | ©ly a Religious Order, and I gueſs they 
© might, by the ruins of a ChappelIfound 
© there, (looking now like. a decayed 
© Dove-Cote, from which the Inhabi- 
© rants are fled for (clf-preſervation) and 
* many ancient Inſcriptions im the Walls 
[ * and Windows: but ſince they are ine- 


*gular and free from all Laws, Yogi 
- 


4 
| 1 
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© Dutics, (however it came to paſs) ha- 
« Ving no Obligations upon them but to 
live as their own Genius ſhall prompt 
* them. In habit they differ not much 
* from other Covents in Greece, excepting 
© only this, that they more reſemble ſome 
of the old conceited Philotophers by 
© their Beards, which are above a Cubit 
* long, and ſet accurately in mood and h- 
* pure. But leſt T be miſtaken, you mult 
*know they hate to be very like thoſe 014 
* Men either in their Opinions Or Beards 3 
* for whereas they uſed to hang their 
© Beards before in the natural place, theſe 
* wear them moſt behind in oppoſition ; 
* beſides, their Beards were truly and pro- 
*perly their own 3 but theſe by keeping 
*their Heads too hot, have none of their 
*own, (40 or 50 Straws of natural 
* Thatch growing upon the place , being 
* with themalmoſt a Miracle,) but make 
© them artificial ones of the Manes of cer- 
* tain She-Aſſes, cut off once in ſo many 
<years for that purpoſe. As for Diet, I 
*know no Covent in Exrope which out- 
* does them 3, for rejecting all the old me- 
* thods of living upon Bread, Water and 
Herbs, and ſuch mean Diſpenſations, 
Stats G 3 * they 
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« they are plentifully furniſht with all ſorts 
© of proviſions, from the Wing of an Ox 
< tothe Leg ofa Lark, all manner of vz- 
© ricties Seas or Rivers produce, together 
ewith all kinds of Vehicles ,, commonly 
© calPd Liquors, from the moſt Chymi- 
©cally prepar'd and ſpiritnous, down to 
< thoſe of the inferiour Brew-houſe. Nor 
© do I ſpeak all this by conjecture or hear- 
«ſay, butas I found by experience; for 
© one of the Fraternity perceiving me cu- 
* rious and inquiſitive, as ſtrangers uſe to 
< be, would needs engage me to eat at their 
© common Table to fee their faſhions, 
* which I was caftly perſwaded to, as well 
© togratifie my hunger as curioſity : the 
< manner whereof was briefly thus: We 
<being ſummon'd together by their Auto- 
© maton 'or Clock, and the Table ſpread, 
Proclamation was preſently made by one 

©of the Machins or Novices, inthis ſhort 

© Grace, Ede, Bibe, Lude,and then down 

* fate eyery one as he pleaſed, and fell to 

© where he liked beſt, But they had the 

*ſtrangeli names for their Meats as well 

* as all things elſe, that, had notIkeptto 

* my old xule of believing m ſenſes, hadI 

* not {cen and ſcented good. ftore of real 
IE | © Provender 


| 
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' <Provendexr before me, I ſhould have 


© thought my {elf decoyed to ſome Magz- 
© cal Banquet : for they call'd a good round 
© Pudding, a ſolid Orb, (the Plumbs re- 
* ſembling fixt Stars 3) a Collar of Brawn, 
© a Callous Cylinder 3 a Shoulder of Mut- 
* ton, a Triangle; a couple of Capons, 
© Platonick Exxxchs 3 a Veal Pye, a Penta- 
© goxe a French Quaelque Choe, a fortui- 
* tous coxeowrſe of delicious Atomes 3 and 
<the Chafing-Diſh under it, an Hypotheſis 3 
* Sauſages, a Diſh of Circlesz a heap of 
© wild Fowl, a Pyramid, to mention no 
* more. .If they want any thing, they dif- 


© dain to ask it in the Language other Men 


< uſe, but one cries, Transfuſe me ſome 
< brisk Lyzan Blood into that ſame Flute ; 
© another, Reach hither a few of thoſe Sz- 
< line Particles; athird, Pray anatomize 
* that Quadrupede, and accommodate 
©mewitha quanium of the Spina dorſiz and 
©tmuch more I either underſtood not, or 
*was not then at leiſure to remember. 
* When they had taken a free Doſe of the 
* Creature ,, aSthey call it, and their Bellies 
* were grown hard as Drums , the Room 
© began to eccho with their (waggering 
* and bidding defiance to all the iS 
| Wy -.- - w 
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© Men that ever were in the World,always 
« excepting themſelves. One calls the 
- Stoicks Fools for reſiſting Natural Cay. 

ſes, and curbing their Appetites; and 
< the Pythagoreans Mad-men for abſtaining 

« ſuperititioully from good wholſomFleſh: 
« another doth but name Ariſtotle -with 
« his green Bag of Occult ®walities under 
< his Cloak, and all the Company laugh 
. Out-right. as if they had found a Mzare's 
« Neſt : a third brags of the antiquity of 
c their Order, pretending with thoſe 4r- 
c calians they areclder than the Moon,and 
chad a ſtate of Pre-exiftence : a fourth re- 
lates his Teleſcope-Travels, how many 
« Stars he found out that never were ſeen 

c before, and peopled with' Inhabitants : 

« another jeers Ptolemy's Syſteme off the 

c Hinges, for by this time it was a De- 

. monſiration that all the World turfid 

, Xound.* But Itook'ſpecial notice of one 

, above the reſt, (call'd Bocealine' Junior, 

Secretary to the Order) who in leſs than 

an hours ſpace, beginning with a Preface 

from Adam, ran through all Ages, Na- 
tions, and Orders of Men, and abuſed 

* them ple ſantly as he went: At firſt 


ih 


o 


« 


* took himxfor a Confjurer, tor he could 


craiſe 
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© x4iſc the Ghoſts of a hundred old Philo- 
« ſophers, and make them all dance after 
© his Pipe 3 he could makea Cat to ſpeak; 
© he could transform a Man into an Als 
© dreſs the wiſcſt up like Fools ; and: play 
© with Religion it (elf, as it it were an old 
© Dotage3 but afterwardsI underliood he 
« did all this by the Art of Memory, and 
© only repeated the ſeveral Acts, Dogmes; 
<Refolves, ' and Philoſophical Decreecs; 
© (clubb'd and agreed upon by a Grand 
© Committee of the whole Houle ) which 
© he is to keep by his place. Thus when 
© they had filPd their Bellies with Laugh- 
© ter, and other good Chear, the Compa- 
< ny broke' up, and cach retired to their 
© feveral apartments: only my friendly 
« Guardian took me alide, and honour'd 
« me further with a fight of their Publick 
« Library,which I wondcr'd to find fo thin 
«of Books, their whole ſtore being only 
« Epicurus's Works, Lacian's Dialogues, 
cCartes, Hobbs, and two or three more 
© modern Authors, with two large Files, 
« one of Gazets, and the other of Philoſo- 
C phical News- Books > but he ſoon x elolv'd 
« me, by informing me that thoſe Shelves 
« were not long fince crowded with all 
Es | <ſorts 
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* ſorts of ancient Authors, but by a com- 
«< mon detree they had lately Voted them 
© all tobe burnt, as ſo muchuſcleſs Lum- 
« ber obſtructing the growth and perfeci- 
<on of Arts and Sciences 3 and were a- 
© greed upon a new Model of Learning, 
< more compendious and demonſtrative 
© than the old , which was ſhortly to be 
< publiſhed. At the far end of the Room 
© he ſhewed mea pair of fair Globes, full of 
© Atoms as they could hold, which(he told 
©meinmy car) were Materials to make 
© xew Worlds: for if one take never fo 
< many Buſhels out, they ſtill continue 
©top-tull, being ſupplied, he ſaid, by a 
<conſtant Efluwwm from ſome invikible 
©Rock or Mine. The Claſſes formerly 
« filPd with Books , were now taken up 
<with all ſorts of Mathematical Inſtru- 
< ments,Glaſſes.Pot-Guns,Crucibles,Pow- 
© der of Experience, Louſe-Traps, Sce- 
<letons of Ants, Fleas, and other little 
© Gentlefolk, Tubes for Transfuſion, the 
© Spleens of Gnats yet alive, ſeveral 
<Limbs of Chimzra's, divers pairs of U- 
< nicorn's Horns, Phoenix's Feathers, Re- 
< mora's Fins, and ten thouſand Mechs- 


© nical Knacks I- cannot reckon. _—_ : 
| o a 
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© had ſufhiciently admur'd all theſe Rarities, 
© I defixed to be ſatishied what Principlcs 
© their Order owned ? He was ſome- 
© what ſhie in an{wering at frſi, but when 
<limportun'd him, he told me, they eqm- 
© brac'd few of thbſe vulgarly received, 
<ſome of their main and fundamental 
© ones being to doxbt of all things that axe 
©*not demonſtrated , gratihe their appe- 
© rites, preſerve themſelves , Philoſophize 
* freely, laugh at all the World for their 
* 2p#orance, and cloſe with no Sed of Re- 
<ligion, but comply outwardly with that 
© which is moſt in faſhion, with this pro- 
© viſo, That they may abſtain from Super- 
« ſtitious faſting- days and faſting-nights, 
© and all other moroſe means of Mortifica- 
* tion, they acknowledging no other but 
© the preſent Life. And thus in-ſhort, ha- 
ving thank*d him for all his Civilities, I 
took ſolemn leave of him at his Covent- 
Gate, and now return home again to my 
little Dofor of Atoms, (not doubting but 
he will candidly interpret Trick for Tri 
and ſwallew- one Pill himſelf for thoſe 
many he hath offered a whole Clergy) 
who by this time finds it to his purpoſe 
to caution us, that we have a ſpecial care 
of 
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of comparing Ours with the Primitive 
Church under Perſecution, or thepreſent 
ſmall-preferr*d Clergy in that of Rome: 
for if we do, it is a plain caſe that Pover- 
ty doth not always expoſe to Contempt, 
forthen they were more obnoxious than 
we; it was not Money, but ſomething 
elſe that preſerv*d their eſteem, the want 
whereof may pollibly leſſen ours, as I ſhall 


proye before I have done. And though 


he be ſeldom or neverin, yet by and by 
he is ſtill farther out, in giving us areaſon 
why our Liturgy hath not its juſt eſtima- 
tion in Cities and Corporationyz namely, 
Becauſcit is ſometimes read there by uy- 
learned Men: for he muſt cither make us 
believe, that there were never- any ſuch 
Cattle in Exglandas the famous Smetiym- 
1uans , whoſe task it was to Pray and 
Preach it out of reputation, to make room 
for their goodly Dire&ory, or that the 
whole Tribe of Adoniram are fince cut off 
and extin&, and don't carry an the ſame 
work ſtill in their private Meetings, or at 


leaſt that their giddy Followers would 


quickly forſake Conventicles,if they could 
hear the Churches Prayers read conſtantly 
by ſome Reverend Prelate, or _— 

Prieſt» 
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Priefft. —— credat Fudeus apella ! 

His laſt complaint 1s , that *tis a great 
hazard if ſo Poor a Clergy be not idle, in- 
temperate, and ſcandalous. This indeed 
wasan 01d Article deviſed by foul-moutt'd 
Sequeſtrators, againſt ſuch as were fat and 
full, whole very Benefices were fcandalous, 
but never urg?d before' againſt the twenty 
orthirty pound men : and all Calumnies 
oight to have ſome little probability-in 
them, or the Devil himſelt cannot believe 
them. He told you before that his Vicar 
had bat one Groat in the Houſe, and who 
can imagine he ſhould break an entire Sum 
to ſpend his Penny, eſpecially when there 
15a Execution out againſt it too for Milk 
and Eggs? Nor is it likely thofe Pariſh- 
zoners ſhould be ſo beuntiful as to bear 
him ont, whom he had deſcribed before 
to.cheat him of his Geele and ig, and 
haveiſo deſpicable an opinion of him for 
his tatter'd old faſhion'd Habit. Thus 
he has done with his Grounds of the Cler- 

ies diſeſteem, Tonorance and Poverty, be- 

oreI proceed to mine, I muſt confidera 
little thoſe particular Occaſions (he lays) 
concur to make them ſo pititully Poor and 
Contemptible. | [i204 
The 
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« The firſt whereof he makes the great 
« ſcarcity of Livings in reſpec of that inh- 
<« nite number who either poſt, ot (to ſhow 
< the vigilance of our Paſtowrs ) ſteal ifito 
<« Holy Orders;there being ſcarce employ- 
&« rment for half of tholethat undertake that 
« bgly Office : fo that, unleſs they ſhould 
<« take up the Romiſh Tricks of rambling up 
<« and down to cry:Pardeus, Indulfencies, 
&« &t, or unleſs we had {pme vent for our 
<« Learned ones beyond Sea,as we have for 
<«*05ther Commodities with whichthe Nati- 
<*0n is over-ftock'd,one moiety of the Clergy 
<« muſt be condemn*d to beg orſtarve. But 
art thou in earneft,my excellent Contyrotr ? 
Is the holy FuiiQtion grown ucha meer 
Drug in England, that it lies ſo much up- 
on our hands? Have we ſo many Tay of 
Divines to ſpare? (a miannerly Cormpari- 
ſon, pardonable from none but an-empty 
Hogs-head :) ſo many hundreds ready to 
mount upon Pegaſis ; and ride down Sw 
and Moon for 25 or 301. a year? It this 
be true, then certainly it is not probable, 
that, having ſo great choice, we ſhould be 
ſo meanly provided at home, as he hath 
been lamenting all along , bur father 
((nall Preferments being better than none) 


chat 
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that all our Churches and Chappels are fil- 
ed with Perſons of no inferious Worth. 
But isit ſo in very deed. that we have 
ſcarce employ ment for half their number ? 
' What then becomes of the other half? 
Who maintains them? or do they live 
upon the Carnelion's Diet? or how got 
they into Orders ? Either they were Or« 
dain'd to a Title, or not if to a Title, 
(be it Spiritual or Temporal) there is 
- - ſomewhat to live on 3 it to none, their 
Spititual Fathers are bound to providefor 
and maintain thetn by Law : {o that here 
is yet no vitible neceſſity of recurring to 
the Old Oxdinance of clapping under Deck 
agam - for Trayſportation. But that one 
half of the Prieſts and Deacons now in 
England are Ordain'd t> no manner of 
Title (as he would perſwade the World 
to the great diſparagement of our Prelacy ) 
is a wild: ſuppoſal favouring neither of 
Wit nor Truth. All that the greateſt 
candour can ſay in his excule, 1s only this, 
That upon the Kings Return poſkibly there 
were fuller Ordinations than before or 
lnce, the Biſhops not knowing but there 
might be a ſcarcity and want of Clergy- 
meco ſupply the places of thoſe _ 

ng 
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ding Lay-brethren, beſides that the Chur- 
ches Lands lately alienated were now r& 
ſtored, and the holy Profeſſion began to 
retrieve, its former Reputation : And if 
we be at preſent over-ſtocked, I have giv 
ven the true reafon' of it,” the only ill con- 
ſequence whereof will be this, that unleſs 


.our Reverend Biſhops ſhall pleaſe to hold 


their hands a while, the old .oes are not 
likely to be worn out fixft 5 I mean,many 
Perſons of good Worth and Learning will 
be fain to ſpirr out their days in a College 
Cell, who might have done better ſervice 
abroad in their Generation. 

The next thing ſo much concurring to 
heighten our Clergies Poverty and Dil- 
eſteem,he lays at the Gentries door, where- 
in he ſhews himfelf as much a Gentleman, 
as a Maſier of Reaſon. Indeed F thought 
he owed abundance of thanks to his Stars 
if he came off fairly in the buſineſs of my 
Couſin Abigail : But in for a thouſand, 
in for fifteen hundred 3 and having alrea- 
dy ſet out the Clergy, he now. proceeds to 
render the Gentry alſo ridiculous. But 
have not the Gentry and Nobility too de- 
ſerved better at our hands, than thus tobe 
eraduced, for dedicating ſome of theit 


fl 
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Sons to Gods Service ? Is this {o ready 
a way to bring more Contempt upon the 
Clergy , and- not rather a mean to redeem 
their credit , to make Church and State a 
compacted Body of one common intereſt, 
and keep a fair correſpondence between 
Clergy and Laity , and prevent all future 
quarrels between them , which uled to 
be grounded upon an old milſiake , that 
they are naturally as little related, as the 
outward and the inward Man, or the Fleſh 
and Spirit ? © Yea, but (he ſays) they 
* delign the weaky lame, and molt zll-favorr- 
© ed ot their Children for the Miniſtry, ha- 
© ving juſt limbs enough to climb the .Pxl- 
©7pzt, andan eye or two to find out the day 
© of the moneth , and then leave them to 
© Godsblcfſing and the warm Sun, without 
© one penny of Money, or inch of Land, 
© excepting only a tmall ſtock to buy a 
© broad Hat at ſecond hand, and a ſmall 
* Syſteme or two of Faith, whereupon you 
* ſhall meet with few of them worth above 
* two Spoons and a Tepper beſides their 
Spiritualities. And now, Gentlemen, as 


you were. A vety pretty Relation 1n- - 


deed ! which if it were true, I would fam 
ask our little-mighty Oracle whether it 
o H rcflects 
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refles more upon the Clergy or ? 
Oh! without doubt it adds a Sorin 
to the Family , and commends his Pater- 
nal Wiſdom, Care, and impartial Provi- 
dence, when a Father leaves a thouſand 
Pounds per amm 'to his eldeſt Son , and 
and plentiful Portions to all the reſt of the 
Brethren , excepting only the Divinity 
Thing, who is left fo poor it can but juſt 
eretp, having nothing but 2yo Spoons and 
a Pepper-Box to keep it from ſtarving. But 
the World is grown too wile to accompe 
all Gold that glitters, or to ſhut their eyes 
till they be trapann'd into the belicf of a 
falſhood , though never ſo plauſibly var- 
nifh*d o'er with fpecious Whimſies , and 
merry-mad Concetts, 

In the little reſidue of his Letter , he 
plays the meer Child , and takes great 
pains to blow upa few Bubbles and Chry- 
ſtalline Global; into the Air , ſtanding at 
gaze after them till they burſt and vanith : 
only in the cloſe of all , he reminds his 
Reader, that he found the word Religims 
in the Title : And how much he hath bes 
trayed in the whole Book, let other Men 
judge , and himſelf contider whether be 
be not obliged coa ſecond Epifike, to beg 
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ardon of God aud Man for writitg the 
ame of Religion upon ſuch a Fardel of 
ſcandalous Petulancies and 
Talcs,unlefſs he will be fo ingenuous (now 
the High-Commiſſion-Court is aſleep ) to 
undergo a voluntary Perance at ſome con- 
venient Markee-Croſls, with the Title 07 
his Accuſation written under him, -- The 
Author of the Contempt of tbe C and of 
Religion. Where I ſhall leave him, and 
proceed to my third and laſt Propolition, 
which is this, Thas if the Engliſh Clergy be 
not truly valued , it is to be attribmied 20 6- 
ther, aud thoſe far different Reaſons : which 
once demonſtrated and made good, it will 
appear evidently that his Letter being 
builc upon a m_ Foundation , falls of 
it {clf, and may be burnt without any pre- 
judice to Truth or Reefon, and conſe- 
quently I hope the deluded World will be 
undeceivtd. 
we muſt confeſs to our ſorrow tore 
than ſhatye, cat the holy FunRion hatch 
been hetle ſet by , nay tnuch diſparaged 
and affronted of late years amongſt us, 
(tor by the Grace of God they have deſer- 
ved better at the hands of Men than every 
raſh young Shimes _n alow them) rhe 
2. true 
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truc Reaſons whereof will'foon appear, if 
we confider who and what manner of 
| Perſons they are who do moſt induſiri- 
ouſfy throw Contempt upon them 3 and 
they muſt be either our proteſſed Exemiee, 
or pretended Friends. Now our Churches 
Enemies arc reducible to three principal 
Herds or Bands: The firſt whereof are the 
openly debauched, protane, and Men A- 
theiſtically diſpoſed, who think they were 
born at all adventures, and came into'the 
World, as the Leviathan was ſent into the 
Deep, meerly to ſport and take their pa- 
{time therein 3, who are as wile in their 
own Eyes as David's Fool, and fay in their 
hearts, There 3s no God > who laugh at all 
things ſacred, as being out of their Ele- 
. ment, and make no more accompt of Re- 
ligion than of an ordinary piece of State- 
Policy. It may be they wear the name of 
Chriſtians at large, and own themſelves of 
_oxrs rather than any other Church tor fa- 
hions ſake, or aving their credit, or lome 
ſecular-intereſt; but. if you examine their 
Principles and Practiſes more narrowly, 
they will be found to belong rather to the 
Devil's Chappel. For were. they hearty 
and in carnett, they could not pollibly - 
| 68 er 
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fer from all Seas of Relrgioyifts inthe 
Worſd, who do conſtantly admire and re- 
verence their reſpe&ive Prieftls and *Prea- 
chers in what quality or circumſtances ſo- 
ever they be. But the Grandees and moſt 
robuſt among theſe modern Sadduces 
don't level their ſcoffs and reproaches (0 
low zs the inferiour Clergy , the little V- 
cars and Curates (that were 3mpar con- 
graſs > anda fitter task for ſome young 

eginner, ſome Novice in Raillery, who 
hath juſt parts and skill enongh to make 
a Cobweb-Net that will cake the leſſet 
Fhes) but aim rather at the chiefeſt of our 
Church-Governors, it being a more noble 
Conqueſt,a more ſure and expedite way to 
wound Religion (that's the great projet) 
through their ſides. They are fo far from 
accompting the Fldcrs that rule nerer fo 
well worthy uf dozble, nay fingle Honour, 
that they fear not to reviJe Gods 'hizheſt 
Priefts, to deride , ſlander and lampoon 
the moſt renowned Prelate, even when he 
hath his molt ſolemn audience , when he 
is delivering his 'Embaſhe from the great 
Monarch of Heaven, to his Vicegerent hete 
on Earth. So that it 15 no fault of our 
Keligin,or of the Miniftry thereot; but the 
H 3 ruinous 
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rainous decay of Chriſtian Piety ſupplanted 


'of late by Unchriſtian Practiſe, ( for the 
- 


true Cauſes whereof, I refer my Reader 
to that excellent Tratate, whole Author's 
Name the World is hitherto unworthy of) 
which prompts this Herd of brutiſh He 
ftors to dehie and contemn our Clergy and 
Religion both. 

A ſecond Band of our Churches Ene+ 
mies are the Popiſh Recuſants , who, ta- 
king the advantage of our Jate inteſtine 
differences 3 and having learnt of St. Pe- 
zer's pretended Succeſſour to fſh maſt ad- 
vantagiouſly in troubled waters,have much 
augmented, if not doubled their ancient 
number. And he that made ſuch a gric- 
vous complaint of our being ſo much 
over-itock'd with Dives, had never heard 
of the Feſuites brags beyond Sea ſure, Sir 
Edwyn Sandys tells us of, that the Engliſh 
Semmarics abroad (end forth more Preft 
than our two Univerſities at home'do Mr 
ifters: And where ſhould the Scene of 
their Action be laid more properly than in 
their own Country ? What greater fer- 


_-vice can they do the Court of Rome, than 


fo infe@ and poiſon their Native Air with 
foreign Yapours ? Who more fit to _ 
| nc 


[16] 


the Kingdom into a Church-relaple, than 


chey who are ſo well acquainted with the 
Temper , Language, Manners, Cuftoms, 
Laws and Religion of the Country? Ic 
is not to be queſtion'd but they , and all 
the Proſelytes they either find, or make'a- 
mongſt us, are no Favourers of our Relt- 
gion or Clergy, but doprivately and open» 
ly (when they dare) calumniate and: de- 
cry both, as deſtrudtive to the Game and 
Intereſt they are to manage 3 and the true 
and only reaſon of their contemning and 
vilitying us, is an cager defire of enlarging 
their own Territorics , that the Romans 
might come in once again, and take away 
both our Place and Nation. And there- 
fore that our Church neither is, nor/ex- 
peas to be prized by them, more than o- 
thers they are pleas'd to call Hereticky, 
(becauſe they cannot digeſt their corrupt 
Innovations for current: Goſpel) is thetr 
Goodneſs more than our Deſeye. 1IGs 
The #bird and 1a Body of our Chir- 
ches Enemics,are the Fanatich Reeuſants in 
the other-extream : for though Maxaſſtb 
declares fiexcely againit Ephraim, and E- 
phraim exclanns as much againſt Manafſebs 
yet both combine and unite their forces 
H 4 againſt 
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againſt the Conmon Enemy, poor Fudah, 
And truly to ſpeak freely , and give theſe 
latter their due,I muſt needs fay the Church 
of England hath (ufter'd very much of late 
10 her Reputation by their means: for they 
are a fort of clamorous Zealots , reſilels 
and troubleſom Saints , as ever pretended 
tobe,of Chrijts retinue , who are for re. 


fo.rmipg Church and State , and all things 


but themſelves. and their qwa pernicious 
Opinions. Sexeca's character of unſtable 
Men ſeems to_ be calcylated particularly 


' for them, Njhil libere volunt , nibil abſe- 


lute , nihil ſemper - for they know not 
what they would have 3 and if-yougrant 
all their unreaſonable demands , they are 
not. ſatished , but ſtill crying with the 
Daugbters of the Horſe-leech, Give, give 
They had top preciſe thoughts of them- 
ſelves to continue in our Communion 3 
and. therefore , like the young braod df 
Vipers , made their way through thejr 
Mothers Bowels to procure their own 1i- 
berty : And that there might be room for 
a vew Model of Government ,. neceſſity 
obliged them to pluck down. the old one 
firſ- To this end all their artifices, elpe- 
cially Preachments, were dixected , they 
crying 
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crying out againſt Epiſcopacy , as the chil- 
= - Edom did of a El Feruſalem, 
Down with it , down with it , even to the 
ground 5 making nothing to call it oppro- 
rioufly the Prelatical Fagjion , ( though 
themſelves are forc'd to confeſs it is ſuch | 
a Faition as hath troubled the Church ever 
fince the Apoſtles times ) and by this means 
they quickly begat an odizm in Mens 
Minds as well againſt the ancient Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church, as-againſt 
thePerſons of the Biſhops and Oxthodox 
+ Clergy for their ſakes, To them we owe 
all that Anarchy in Spiritual and Civil 
Matters, which , like a thick Cloud, did 
{o long overſpread ys , and broke: out at 
length into Thunder and Lightning about 
our cars *twas the fruit of their worthy 
Labours that our Goſhen was turned: into 
an Ep ypt by Uſurpipg Tyrants who knew 
not Foſepb , and the_Rod of Aaron ſerved 
for no other uſe a long time but to {courge 
the Sons of Levi. :Nor is it any wonder 
that the prejudices they raiſed againſt our 
Liturgy and its Afertours are. not yet 
worn out , confideripg how -preſumptu- 
ouſly and in deſpight of all Law both Sa- 
cred ang Ciyil , the Ponoonfoniiga0ik 
Ty cep 
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keep up their private Conventicles to con- 
frm the Brethren in all che talſe Notions 
they had formerly imbibed. Bur all this 


-while the true reaſon that this whole Par- 


ty (taking in all its ſub-diviſions ) deſpiſe 
and oppole our Reverend Clergy, is, for 
their conſtant and approved Loyalty to 
God and the King , and ſticking cloſe to 
both in all Weathers, it being their moſ 
ſacred Principle , Not ts meddle with them 
that are given to Change, | 
How great a part of the Nation theſc 


three Squadrons of our Churches Enemies * 


make, is too ſad a Theme for me toen- 
large upon 3 they have over-ſpread th: 
Land like Locuſts, and *rwoula puzzi* * 
very good Arithmetician to comput: 
chem: it is ſufhcient for my preſent pur- 
pole that none of them diſlike our Clergy 
either for their Tgxorance or Poverty , (tor 
the more Rich and Learned it is,the worſe 
they hate or envy it) but upon vaſtly dit- 
ferent Motives 3 the firſt ſpeak evil of 
them ( and all things ſacyed 3 purely en 
the accompt of their own zrreligions the 


ſecond, tor their oppoling the corrupted 


Dodtrine and Diſcipline of Rome 4 -the 


third, for their malignant Loyalty and re- 


ſoly'd 


y 
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ſolv'd Obedience to God and his Church, 
maugre all Scotzſþ Covenants Or Geneva 
Models. 

The reſidue of the Nation we ſhall al- 
low to be either in reality or pretence at 
leaſt ſo far the Churches Friends, as that 
they are not likely to be tempted in haſte 
to throw off her Communion upon any 
ſcorez and yet I muſt freely grant , that 
neither have many of them ſo juſt an 
eſteem and value for the holy Function as 
thcy ought to have. 

However, if we find out a more pro- 
bable and ſubſtantial Reaſon why they are 
alſo wanting in their due eſtimation of 
the Prieſthood , than either of thoſe twa 


our {mall Conjeccurer hath hit upon , his 


bulineſs, I preſume , will be compleatly 
done; he may een fit him down and guels 
2g2in,or rather take the Pocts advice along 
with him for the future, 


Samize materigqm veftris qui ſcribitis- 6- 
Viribus (quam 


and chuſe ſome fitter ſubje@ for him and 
his idle Muſes to play with next time.and 
not guCaſd/rw, not intrude into thoſe things 
he anderſtands not, Now 
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.” > Now if we would ſpeak out., and an- 
wer plainly and truly how it comes to 
paſs that ſo many of our pretended Friends 
pive us not due reſpedt and honour , we 
muſt ſay it- 15 becauſe our Clergy are not 
publickly allowed the Authority due to 
their Function, and neceſſary tor execy- 
ting the power of the Keys 3 I mean, 
' the want of that godly Diſcipline of Ccx- 
feſſion and Penayce in the Primitive Church, 
which our Church of Exglaxd hath long 
ſince withed for, and Sir Edwyn Sandys 
(ith might have been better reſtored in 
"all the reformed Churches to its Primitive 
ncerity, than utterly aboliſhed and neg- 
IeRed as in moſt places it is : for although 
we do juſtly charge the preſent Church. cf 
Rome for corrupting and degenerating 
'from this ancient holy Diſcipline by their 
; Notorious abuſcs of it, particularly by their 
laying the main ſireſsand efhcacy of it, up- 
on the definitive ſentence of Abſolution, 
(which, according to the Tre;:# Council, is 
given before any truits of Repentance are 
produced, and requires no after penance, 
but a few Ave Maries and Pater Nefters, 
with ſome caſte Alm to them that are «- 
ble, and a litle faſting to [luch as _ wil- 
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ling ; and ſometimes for, hortible Blaf- 
phemics, and other lewdneſſes, impoſeth 
only the bare ſaying of their Beads thrice 
over, which they may diſpatch too as they 
20 in the ſircets: ) their believing and 
teaching that by ſuch like Penances. the 
debt of temporal puniſhment is redeemed 
after the fin is pardoned , the people all 
this while making accompt of Confeſſiox 
as profeſſed Drunkards do of vomiting, 
a the Prieſt uſing it as a Pick-lock to 
tyrannize over , and torture Mens Con- 
ſciences, and make way fur the dangerous 
deluſions of Izdulgences 3 yet, I fay, no 
Reformed Church can excule it ſelf, which 
to avoid their extravagant abuſes , is faln 
Into the other extream, and lets the ſober 
uſe of ſo excellent a picce of Diſcipline 
grow into utter deſuctude and negle&:: 
tor it mult not, it cannot be denied in the 
hrſt place, but that the power of the Keys 
(tobe executed not only in admitting Dif 
ciples to Church-mcmberſhip by Baptiim, 
but alſo in rejecting Heretical, Schilmati- 
cal and immoral Protefſours, and then ab- 
ſolving and re-admitting them into Com- 
munion, upon their unteigned ſubmiſſion, 
and demonſirations of {incere Repentance) 
is 
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13 founded immediately upon our Lords 
own Inſtitution , and the Apoſtles and 
their Succeffours to the Worlds end, de 
rive their Authority from, and a& by the 
fame Commiflion given them, St. Marth; 
18. 18. Whatſvever ye bind on earth, ſhall 
be bound in beaven , and whatſoever ye lufſe 
ox earth, ſhall be loofed in beaven ; or as 
it is explained and renewed , St. Fohy 
20. 23: Whoſe fins ſoever ye remit, they art 
rxelnitced x7to them; end whoſe fins ſotver 
ye retain, they are retamed. 

| Nor, Secondly, can it be denied by 
any Man that is acquainted with the SeQs 
of the Montanifts , Novatians, Donatiſtt, 
and Meletians, and underſtands the pra- 
ice of the Primitive Church , legible in 
the Writings of the Apoſtles, ancient Fa- 
thers and Councils, ( particularly that of 
Etvira in Spaiz , held divers years before 
that at Nice, and therefore connted as 
ancient as any the Church hath ) but that 
the cure of fin by penance is an unqueſtt- 
enable Tradition of the Apoſtles. | Not 
to mention many other obvious Fexts to 
that purpoſe, the moſt natural and prims- 


' IF meaning of St. Pars charge to Tem 


thy, 1 Tims 5. 22. Lay hands ſuddenly'm * 
bf a 
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no man, neither yr of other mens 


fins, wilt needs be fercht trom that known 
| lical Cuſtom, of admitting kpſed 


Chriſtians to penance and the of 
the Church by impoſition of hands. ' 
Thirdly. and laſtly , Secret Confeſſion 

of Sins (otherwiſe'not notorious) in or- 

der to their cure, hath been the inviolats 
raQice of the Weſtern (bating their abu- 
he iaforeſaid ) and alſo of the Eaſtern 

Churches , particularly that of Conſtanti- 

, even to this day; and it 1s recom- 
mended and prefſed as a duty incumbent 

. on the generality of Chriſtians, as well by 

the ancient Fathers as modern Authors 

both of the Roman Church, and alſo of 
the Reformation. The Angutare Con- 
feflion ſays peremptorily , Impinm efſet ex 

Eccleſia tollere privatam Abſolntionem, That 

it were an ungodly , a {acrilegious thing 

to rob the Church of Chriſt of private 

Adſolution. And Chenmitins in his Exe- 

men Concil. Trid- gives a fivefold accompt 

of the uſe and profitablencſs of this Diſ- 
cipline of private Confeſhon. 

I. For the mformation of the igno- 
rat concerning the true knewledge, the 
degrees and heinouſneſs of fin, and the 


right 
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right way of pertorming repentance, 
. 2» For Phylick , viz. how cachfinis 
fo to be cured and mortifted, that it 


be avoided for the future , and what 3». * 


mendment of life is to be oppoſed to ſuch 
and'(uch fins. _ 

3- For Counſel , that in doubtful as 
Pattours may adviſe and infiru& their 
- Flocks out of Gods Word: h 

4- For Spiritual Comfort,” to relivv 
diſturbed Confciences. 

Laſtly, (becauſe Abſolution is to:be 
given only to ſuch as.appear- truly peni> 
rent) that the Paſtour himſelf may be af 
ſured whether he ought to bind oor looſes 

Our Church of England in particular 
refuſcth the benetit of it to none, urgeth 
It :n extremis, and requires it for quicting 
ot. troubled Conlciences, as is maniteſt in 
her ſeveral Offices of the Commenionygand 
the £1 :tation of the ſick. Notwithliand- 
ing all this, woful experience tells us, that 
the practice of | this holy Ditcipline hath 
been declining every day more and--more 
ever ſince that deſperate opinion wasfiſt 
broacht in the World, That Menare jufti 
fied by believing they are predeſtinated to life, 


- 


Ci Yeu reſolves all Chriſtian Do FP | 
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holy Scriptures, and not con- 
ith ,, and ſubmitting to bertex 
Their Conſciences are ſeldom 

I quiet, 


Dg,,. j mil-interpreting or miſ-ap- 
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quiet, but Jike the troub led FE boy] 
deſpairing thoughts, Heck ko 
AS not thetnſclves to the 'Det 
Commiſſaxics of Him; whorh ty p 
and the Sea obeyed, | tyean, the T 
| if q They velitiire cir 
"lender and uncertaig 


ing the beſt Offices he can for then 
yo Welty to lucceed ) m orde | r the 

11 that they will allow him,js.to| 
- rovers, and preach his he: t Out n cha: 
Riſing fin iy general, whereas ag occal 
nal Prog conference with Him now. | 


the ay ve hundred. Ava 

Gtures to that purpoſe. "And 

ny other ill conſequences, this Þ evident! 

one, That the power of t en x oy | 

taken away , the due ts y. Or 

Priefihood- 7 iran and. 1enpair 

confequently' their 

' Function not —_—_— | to 
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expoſed to Contempt : And therefore let 
but this ancient holy Diftipline be reſtored 
amongſt us; either by a publick A& of the 
Church \ dy by the undnimons practiſe of 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves of our Com- 
munion, and then Jet common ſenſe judge 
uf theſe effects wilt not neceffarily; follow 
upom'it :!- Phe Life of Religion will quicks« 
ly'grow tmore into faſhion : Men wilkbg 
woze carcful- of difcharging;their Baptif 
mal Vow, more afraid of. tin , more fins 
cere-:in their Repentance, Faſtings, Pray- 
ers, and: Works of Charity , and confe- 
quently the People muſt: necds believe that 
their Paftours belong, t9 God more than or- 
diary Folks. they cannot but have a 
hearty reſpc&, and honourable clieem! for 
thei Spiritual Guides and) Phyſitians, who 
watch datly. over their Souls:,. by whoſe 
prudent Conduct, faithful Advices , and 
ghoſtly Comfort , they live quietly and' 
peaceably here in all Godlinefs and: Hone- 
MW: and n the end attain to Everlaſting 
ite 


The 


-figrs } 


The Concluſion,” 


N Ow having ſofair an occaſion offer: 
_N cd; give me-leave toexpoliulate a 
while with all thoſe who' profeſs them 


{e]ves of our Communion',- and yet do 


not-heartily reſped&t and value the boly: 
Fundtion , meerly becauſe they negled the 
uſe of that Catholick and Apoſtolick Dif- 
cipline aforeſaid; and I have done.'” , 
:1::When our Enemies reproach us; we can 
| bearit cheerfully, rejoycing (with the 'A-: 
poltles, 4#s 5-41.) that we' ave" counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bis Name+ | But: 
you that. .are: our Companions and! dear: 
Brethren, who walk togethes with us #0 the 
Houſe of God'aþ\Friends; Pal:.55-' who! 
have caten frequently '( nor-&f our'Bread: 


Perhaps, as David-comptains;:bur): of the: 


Bread of Life adminiſtred /by ms 3-c3t Tow! 
alſo undervalue our Perſons or Office when/ 
we deſerve it not. (ſo far we are compelled 
to boaſt of our Infirmities) Forgive us this 
Wrong. Kat oy Thuyoy 3 an unde- 


ſerved flight from her own. Sons is the 
greatelt 


* 

* i. 

k + ta 
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greateſt ſtab you can make at your indul- 
t Mothers Heart. Wherefore let me 
Pſcech you-in Her Name to take theſe 
few ſhort particulars into your” moſt ſeri- 

ous and impartial thoughts, | 
Conſider, Firſt, that whilſt yoy con« 
tinue wnkind towards us, you are all this 
while much more cyxel to your (elves : 
for we loſe only a Temporal Good, your 
favour, but you deprive your ſelves of 
many Spiritual Comforts, and poflibly ha- 
Confider, Secondly, that you are cafily 
perſwaded to ſend for a Plrylitian when 
you lie fick of a malignant Feaver, and 
to conceive a good opinion of him when 
(under God) he reftores you from Death 
to Life 3 and what ſhould be the reaſon 
that a mortal Body is prized ſo highly a+ 
bove an immortal Sox] ? or what pru- 
dence is it to be more ſollicitous for pre- 
ſerving a Temporal , than for ſecuring an 
Eternal Life ? Neither Phyſitian is likes 
ly'rodo you much ſervice, if you defer 
conſulting them till the. laſt . gaſp upon 
your Death-bed , as the manner of ſome 
153 and if you be ſhie of diſcovering 
your Diſcaſe to either, what expeRations 
Ml can 
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83ierubeſoat egrotus Medico oilatais"eoufite= 


vs, quod ignovat; Medioina ion'thitat, Gow 


St. Hierome upon this very Tubje&;: AL 
though our Lord and. Mafier hathicoms | 
mitted the power of the'Keyr to us, yet 
you muſt give ys power to exerciſe them 
apon wont your own voluntary a& , or 
you cannot reap due advantage by/them: 

; Confider , Thirdly , that the Apoliles 
expreſs command is general;that yeſhould 
confeſs your. ſins one to another; St. James 
5-116. Now the reaſon of that command 
1s Clear both by the Context-and the rea- 
fon of the thing , 7iz. that 'ye may have | 
the benefit of the Prayers, and Chriſtian | 
advice of others, no Man being a compe- 
tent judge in his own caufe. Much more 
then ought you to: unboſom your ſelves, 
and diſcloſe your grievances to your P4- 
ftonys, who are prefumed to be beſt able 
bo. ſolve your doubts, and” fupply your 
ſpiritual wants, -and who ozly axe intruſt- 
ed by Chriſt .as his Delegates to abfolve 
fancere- Penitents from all their fins. 

Conſider, Fourthly, that you have been 
often: importunea' in the tarmer Exhor- | 
tation: before the- Communion, to repair (0 * 

\- you 
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- 9; Or (incaſe of HIckniels ; im- | 
rent age ; Ot atly like ty ) fone 
e-ao kid learnitd Miniſter of Grd 
IV, ad 1 opin your grief to Him, that 
Je may receive-phidtly comfort; cothſel and 
Abſilitlof for the relief of your dj 
Conſcieutey, And how many [ad inſtan- 
did our late Times produce of thole, 
who by riepteting this ( "ay ) ol4 Chii- 
flian Duty 4 ad puzzling their Brain 
with ew Notions of Gods unſearchable 
Decrees, not only loſt their Y/its, but fell 
into utter deſpair of ever being ſaved ? 
Conſider , Laſtly , how provident and 
' tender your Mother the Church is, leſt 
your ſecrets ſhould be at any time betray- 
ed, your privacies made publick by an un- 
faithful or imprudent Confeſſoer : for in 
her 113 Canon ſhe pronounces ſuch an 
otic Irregular ipſo fatto : that is to ſay, the 
party ſo offending doth not only forfeic 
all the Ecclefiaftical Preferments which he 
hath at the preſent , but renders himſelf 
' uncapable of receiving any other for the 
time to come : and Confeſſion made upon 
{uch ſecurity, will be as ſaving tothe fame 
of the Penitent, as the Abſolntion to his 
Soul, as the Learned DoRor H. well ob- 
lerves. I 4 And 
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. And (© Iconclude all with my. heart 
Prayers to.God for you, that He woulf 
enlighten-and -quit your: Minds from 4 
Prejudices , and incline your:Wills to the 
unanimous and ſpeedy praGice of ſo im” 


portant a Chriſtian Duty , (or Priviledpe 


rather ) ſo immediately concerning thead 
vancement of.Gads Glory , the redeem 
the Honour of His Prieſts, andthe etern 
Salvation of your own Soxls, through 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. Amen. 
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And although I find it to be another 
-mans Province to make a Reply to 


thar, (if yer ſuch a rilling piece of 


Impertinence be worthy ot- any) and 
am reſolved nar to be ſo pragmarical, 
as to thruſt my vSicle into another 
mans Field ; yet I think my ſelf con- 
cerned; briefly to animadvert upon 
thoſe particular paſſages therein , 
whereby the Author ſeems to mince 
the matter, Jand excuſe himſelf , or 
put by the thruſts,” and weaken ap 
argument I have made againſt his ok 
; | | fe 


'POST SCRIPT. 


Heſe,, Papers bad. long ſince 
 B beeninrhePreſs., but char I 
heard of a ſecondPart of the Contempt 
af the Clergy coming out, by the ſame 
Author, .which 1 was willing to ſee 
and peruſe before 1 publiſhed them, 


«< 
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Letter. 1 begin with thoſe paſſages; 
where he alters the ſcene , and « _ 


mends the:Zedrning and r 
Clergy which ah he; pap: gn, he 


whole world have always 

bave reaſon ſtill to dv, whd out Oe 

' [arles to real, And agdih, ; #4. 35 

ere Mo reafor to Aeply y this the C Cing 
a1 

134; Bf 5 4 

7 ed Piateſs, 


leage hat the em chich of Evg- 
land affords 4s confiderable Scholihs, 
_ ant as ſolid and thighent PHRAcDbts | 4 
ye ahy where to b foall t ti the while 
Chriftiaz Jo, is 'i$ mo ewhat 
= I hope all brin ith £6 
ſpeak truth n My Now or CKrgy 
ts eſther ſttangely imptoved ih a very 
fort ſpace, ot cl  B. hdih chill: 
ed-his mind ; for it is hot i - 
b ſince heTaid the Frere of 
rant 268 Folly pon the very 
Clergy 


Kar behind; and he is mvelÞobli 
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Clergy to which he now itttibures ſo 
muyc Learnmso and Wſdom. 'T have 
already ſhewn that his ft Letter is 
built upon a falſe foundation , and 


- conſequently, that the ſupetſtruQure 


thereof is as weak and ſepflefs, a9 if he 
had ſpoil'd ſo much paper'to give us 
an account of the gropnds and rea- 
ſons why 8 Tub ſhould hold as much 
water with a Carp of tweffty inches 
long in it, as without it , When all 
this while, upon experinient, there is 
noſuch marcer * and Ihaveofily' ehis 
to ſay now, that he makes us bur a 
poor requiral in this z He-firſt breaks 
our head ,. and then pretends to give 
us a Pfiſter. He calls tis all ar navghe, 
and then ſays he did rot d4efign of in- 
cend ts harms: He woutttids and ſtabs 
our Reputrztion fo deep, rh4t it's paſt 
his skill to cure it ſuddenly (as good 
4 Mountebanck as he would-be 
thought) without ledving « dreadful 


ged 
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ged to the world , if they. will rather 
credit theſe his-ſecond thoughts, and 


take thetti ro- be as unalterable as his 


laſt Will and Teſtament, 

In the next place he is forced-.to 
confeſs what I had urged ar large a- 
gainſt him, by acquainting us (p.64.) 
who'they were he chiefly intended to 


charge with rude, immodeſt , and of» 


moſt blaſphemous diſcourſes. in the Pul- 
pit, and putting them off with thoſe 
little mollifying ſentences, as it were, 
as 1 may ſo ſay, and with reverence be 
it ſpoken; they were thoſe (ſays he) 
who ins the late times (and have not as 
yet left it off ) called themſelves God's 
ſpecial Saints, his Favourites, and (as1 
may ſo ſay) his Intimado's, but in rea- 
lity were more Oliver's than Goas ; 
(meaning, Iſuppoſe,St. Hugh Peters, 
who was canoniz d at Charing-Croſs? 
and the reſt of thoſe Trumpeters of 
Sedition who were Chaplains to that 
Grand Vſurper,) And again, to ſap 

the 


Lon Is 
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1 the Non-Conformifts mouths, he tells 
1 thein (p- 101.) that their dear Bre- 
| thren axe as much concerned as any body 
elſe (in his firſt Lerter) anvd' have as 
| great a ſbare in thoſe Inſtances that are 
| produced out of -idle ' Sermons * So thar 
| hi $ way of arguing ts moſt prodigi- 
| ouflyclear-and convincing (as I have 
| fotmerly intimated.) Perers ind Srer- 
| 79, &c. preachrRebellion; and Trea- 
. fon; and Blaſphemies : ergo,'the pre-' 
1 ſent Clergy did cut off -che* King 
Head, Now I appeal to all muaking, 
if it be fair play to make a Linſey- 
woolſey Hiſtory 'of Conformiſts and: 
Non-conformilts, of the Loyal and: 
| Orthodox Sans 'of' Levi,” and thoſe 
petfidious: Apoſtared Sons of”Korah;' 
| without all;manner | of 'diſtin@ion,' 
| (they being 'of more -irreconcilable* = =» 
Principles-and:PraQtices, 'than'a'Pro-: by 
teſtant and aPapiſt,) and'rheti farher' | 
thefaulrs of 'the guilty — the inno- 
cent ; as Nero charged the Chriſtians 
with 
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with firing of Rome ,. whenhe knew.ig 
was / no. by himſelf, and his own Fe. 
Qion, Nay, he is not content to dojr 
himſelfoply, bur brings in the revs 
rend Mc.. Thorndike to bear falſe win. 
nels for hips (peg. 8x. of the firſt Lew 
xr) by wreſting his words from their 
intended. and ſenſe, ashis man» 
ner is : for. the #ſac/ Preaching; Mr, 
Th. chaſtiſeth as a hinderaxce rather 
' of Salvation, is that of. the faQtions, 
Separatiſts, (nor of our Octhodex. 
Cher Q. whom he :there calls they 
Preachers, and charges chemi further 
with cheis wil-morſloe. Prayers aker 
Sermon, Whereby evi Daitrine ((aid 
wh is Tepected tn God , for 4 ale 

iris: wpon it; 2syou mayi ee 
at le erevy rn of. Lag weights 
and Meaſures, cap.22. pag, 1 52;F53) 
And therefore this ingermams Genie: 
man muſt not think to.(helter himllb 
under the ſober Alchowbf pony 


hz. Debate | his wing. ( aldhtough :ue 
would | 
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fain make him (his Voucher 
aud Parallel, page $3.) for the compa. - 
refen (as. 1-may ſo ay) is very odis 
gus. A'Garment ſuiredro: the fickle 
m6 cannot . well fig the.-conftant 
ing Bn Surely. there .is bs dite 
ce. between ore-that. relates 

erge and reel ablurditins of kale Bee 
S OENTS Ih 
3) hv the 

L 5. -a8d. anathbes 3 Fan, 
| ne Raries and foulkies 


Gy our 47% genuine and learned 
ddr as. mpchas: toſay:s. becauſe 
tary High 
.toſay. it.is 8 
1 tea Coico " _ the: 
Quigper to,do.his | 


= pay oh 1s. murder to. "ons 
ED 

dgeto. Guns Fel aleaty 
(Rodeo places he Ts Fes 


IT d to a commence) is. 
£ Wards: , icpent 
nt pes and m_—_ 
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us of his good mmeanivg , and: hoiieſt 
intentions at the-bottom * for he ſays 
(pap. 81.) 7 a7 not yet come to that de- 
gree' of ſelf-conceit 'and tonfidence; at 
t0 recommend mny own words, phriſe, 
ſtyle ; and Thad rather the Anſwerty 
Mou find fault with the manner of my 
expreſſion, and delight himſelf in think- 
ing, that it is not ſuitable ts the ſub: 
jets, thaz be guilty of ſo uh folly and 
ampudence, as vigorouſly to-maintain of 
magnifie the ſame : Only this muth 
Sir (peaking to R. Z. his 'ehdeared 
Friend) my poſſibly be believed by you, 
and perhaps by ſome few beſides; that 1 
did not pitt in one: idle of exfyuvagant 
word on Purpoſe to render ahy of the 
(ergy contemptible., bat did only juſt 
endeavour to keep people awake" till they 
read it, Andagain (pag..on.) In my 
firſt Letter 1 aid rather mike it my bu- 
fimeſs to give 4 ſhort Hiſtory of whit 
was derided 'or blamed, than fiudie to 
invent or complain of what 'might bt 


re« 
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repreſented unprofitable , or ridiculous : 
And (pag. 101.) Jt was altogether 
ar Ginft my defign 10 bring any of the 
Clergy into contempt, &c. A fairpro= 
feſſion one would think, but it muſt 
be examined with much tenderneſs 
and charity , or there will be found 
very little of reality in it: For if it 
be folly and Impudence to maintain the 
flyle and manner of expreſſion in the 


ft Letter, as not ſuitable to the ſub- 


jet, why does he carry on the Meta- 

, and- continue the ſame ſtrain in 
the ſecond > Heſays further , he did 
not put in one zd/e or extravagant 


\ word (into the firſt part) on purpoſe to 


make any of the Clergy (ontemprible ; 
and 'cis ffrange men will not believe 
him, when they find ir one great bu- 


| fineſsof his ſecond Adventure, to keep 


le awake (tj]l, that is , to rake up 
ſome hundreds of idle extravagant 
words, meerly to expoſe his Anſwer- 
er, who is oze of the Clergy. No que- 
| K ſtion 
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Nion it was altogether againſt his De- 
fien to bring his Azſwerer (and the 
reſt of his Brethren) into Contempt, 
when he laughs all along, rather than 
\ writes at him , and only tickles the 
$kirts of the buſineſs with affected 
Aouriſhes, anſwering his moſt mate- 
rial objeQions, with fine ſtories of a 
Cock and a Bull, and Heyte Teyte's, or 
to mor7ow morning I found a Horſe- 
ſhove , bur I muſt tell him, that, to 
perſwade the world. we intend no 
hurt, and deſign honeſtly ,' when our 
actions viſibly run counter, is an old, 
an antiquated cheat that will not down 
with wiſe men now adays, being fit to 
be owned by none but ſuch ungodly 
miſcreants, as could take up Arms a- 
gainſt, and at length murder their 
lawful Sovereign , under pretence of 
meaning well all this' while , and 5#- 
tending only to make him a gloriom 

King. 
To procced ; better late than ne- 
vers 
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never, (p. 86:3 he takes notice that 
the Biſhops have augmented the Vicar + 
ages in their gift, (and who knows 
but he zxtended to pur'in the Deans 
and Chapters- too) and tells us of 
ſams of :money employed: towards 
the redeeming. of the great Tithes, of 
impropriations reſtored, and.of the good 
Inclinations of | this ;preſent-- Partia- 
ment, &c, but this ſhould have been 
done-in his firſt Letter by, tight, and 
perhaps he had:done itthere,but that 
he a;d not think [on ©; , or-xather.þe+ 
cauſe he djdthink on't': for-it would 
have taken off -fomewhat fromthe; Po; 
zerty and ſhrimpedneſs of his Cler- 
gy, he. was.then deſcribing. However 
he falls ro. ſa/ving again at the foot of 
this page, ſaying , . 7 hope, 1 have ſaid 
nothing to abate the. charity, or . good 
purpoſes of pious Benefattors , or to ſtop 
the affiting hands of our preſent . Go- 
veruorrs, No? then he! is infinitely 
obliged to them that they don't bee 
| ES 7 mY 
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lieve him ; for if all hoſe he cal 
the Poor Clergy, be ſo Tpnorant as þ 
makes them, (aſſigning the particul; 
reaſons to ſhew i - impoſſible + 
ſhould be otherwiſe, 4#sz. their meg 
Education, want: of Morey , Bavki 
Time, and ſach other things, withor 
which few men prove” very- pret 
Scholars) 'Tis pity their maintenanc 
ſhould be made better y 30 4, perian 
being rather roo large and magnif 
cent an allowance for ſack Pitiful fe] 
lows as he moſt invidiouſly and fall 
makes them. But thanks be to God 
our-preſent Governours and Benefa 
Qors don't take all for currett Golpe 
that every pitted Lay-Brother talk 
at rovers, knowing full well that th 
_ generality evenof our infetiour Cer 
BY are of good wotth and note 3'ant 
> ſee no ſhadow of reaſon in both 
Zetteys (nor ever will in an buaares 
more of the ſame ſtamp) xo alter rhe! 
poble and piows Intentions, fa 
| at 
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Laſly , whereas be fancies (pape 
101.) that, if any are ſo weak, and ſo 
regardleſs as to miſtake hin, (viz. by 
thinking his deſign was to bring the 
Clergy into Contempt) 'they are e- 


ther ſome of 'the giday end ſoft-heeded 


Non-Conformiſts', or ſome of the idle 
and inconſider able Laity, 1 muſt aſſure 
him rhar a'very grcat part of the Oy- 
thodox Clergy and moſt confiderable 
Laity roo are very much of the ſame 
opinion , it -being paſt their skill to 
find our-any. more rational and play- 
fibke end rhat ſhould prompt him ro 


| make ſach an Adventure in Emghlſb, 


lince, had he clothed his Diſcourſe in 
{thar ſo much deſpiſed thing called) 
Latte , it 'could not: have been 
halt ſo obnoxious. And albeit in 
the ſequel of his diſcourſe he bids 
the Paprſts, N om-(onformiſts, conceited 
new Philofophiſts , modiſh Gallarts, 
Hedors, and Atheiſts of rhe age hold 
their tongues, ſhowing he can _ 
the 
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the beſt of them all: ridiculous if h 
pleaſe ; yet whac fſatisfaRion is thi 
ro the injured Clergy ? he ſends then 
more company indeed, but ſuch a 
they never .niuch delighted in ; ani 
he muſt not_think he can undeceiy 
ſuch men. with as much-eaſe as h 
hath deceived: them':-. for (let hin 
write till Doomſday to the:contrary 
they will rake him at his firſt word 
and believe he hath given them ſuf 
ficient reaſon , grounds. and occafto 
to blaſpheme the holy. Fundt:on, In th 
mean time,-: ſince -a man. of this Au 
thors parts and confidence may pla 
with any other ſubjef#. in the worl 
as well as thi, and abuſe any pro 
teſlion of men whether: Gentry, Law 
yers , Phyſicians , Citizens , &1 
whilſt he takes the liberty of ſay 
ing what he pleaſes , ' by inventin 
falle ſtories, adding to , perver! 
ing, and wreſting ſuch as are , | 
part» true , and. carrying yn 
| who 
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whole work of a Romancer, I hope 
all ſober Chriſtians, will think ne- 
ver the worle of, but rather increaſe 
their eſteem and yood opinion of (o 
Reverend and Learned 4 Clergy. 


